Merton Parish Council
clerk@mertondevon.com
www.mertondevon.com
Notice is hereby given that the Annual Parish meeting will take place on Monday 18th May 2026 at 7.30pm, followed by the  Annual Council meeting starting no earlier than 8pm  at The Clinton Hall.
Audio recording will be in progress to assist with taking the minutes which will be deleted once the minutes are approved.

Annual Parish Meeting.
1. Welcome
2. Chairmans report.
3. Floor open to any members of the public who wish to raise or discuss any matters.
Annual Council Meeting
All Councillors are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon the business to be transacted as set out hereunder.
All members of the public are welcome to attend.
AGENDA
1. Election of Chair
To include signing of declaration of acceptance of office form.
2. Election of Vice-Chair
To include signing of declaration of acceptance of office form.
3.  Declarations of Interest
Cllrs. are invited to declare any interests they may have in items on this agenda, including the nature of the interest. Cllrs. are reminded of their responsibility to keep their Register of Interests updated.
4.  Apologies for absence
Resolution to approve apologies (with reasons) made to the Clerk prior to the meeting.
5. To consider and  approve minutes of meeting held on 9th March 2026
6. Public speaking time
Members of the public are invited to speak on issues on this Agenda, or on matters over which the council has some control.  The Public may not speak during other items of Parish Council business unless invited to do so.
7. Annual Review and approval of: (Clerk/Chair)
a) Annual subscription to NALC/DALC 
Power to spend: LGA 1972s.143(1)(b) Budget = Prof. Fees/Subs
b) To review and approve the Council’s Insurance.
Power to spend: LGA 1972 s.111 Budget: Admin/Insurance
c) Cllrs roles and membership on external groups-
Churchyard Committee – Cllrs. Papworth and McLaughlan
Liaison with Handyman – Cllr. Papworth and Clerk
Snow warden – Cllr. McLaughlan and Cllr. Nancekivell
Asset Inspections – See Asset appendix for current assets
Cllrs. to review all assets and revisit allocation of responsibility for their inspection. 
d) Release of Grants (Clerk)
Merton Churchyard Committee - £300.00
North Devon Records Office £50.00
Citizen’s Advice £75.00
Poppy appeal - £20.00 as a donation and £25.00 for Lamp post poppies.
(Power to spend: LGA 1972 s.137 – Budget: Grants and donations)
e) Review of monthly standing order for working from Home allowance.
f) To agree a budget for obtaining antivirus protection for laptop.

8. Review of the following policies: 
MPC01 – Standing Orders
MPC02 – Code of conduct
MPC03 – Financial Regulations
MPC04 – Scheme of Delegation.

9.Current and New business
a) Drainage in the square and maintenance of it ( weeding and silt removal)
b) Snow warden – bins for ordering for next year.
c) Cleaning of Playpark - look to agree a rota of cleans and send out for quotes.
d) Results of Playground survey and the way forward on this.
10. Internal  Audit
a) Certificate of Exemption – to resolve to approve the Certificate of Exemption.
b) Annual Internal Audit Report – completed in April – to resolve to accept this report and pursue any recommendations.
c) Annual Governance statement – to consider, complete and  resolve to agree and sign this.
d) Accounting statements for  2025/2026 to be reviewed and resolved.
e) End of year Bank reconciliation and Explanation of Variances to be reviewed and resolved.
f) Purchases over £100.00 to be reviewed and accepted.
g) Notice of Public rights and Publication of Councils Accounts – to resolve to agree the dates of publication  
10.5.25 Finance (Clerk).
a) Budget review 
b) To approve the Bank reconciliation against statement
b) To carry out banking checks (payments made against Bank statement) between 1st April 2025 and 18th May 2026 of both retrospective and pre-authorised payments.  
11.5.25 Cllr. reports and Items for future agendas
Councillors are requested to use this opportunity to report information and to raise items for future Agendas.
12.5.25 Confirmation of the next Council meeting:
Monday 13th July 2026 7.30pm at The Clinton Hall.
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Kerry Littleales – proper officer dated 13thth May 2026
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