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Merton Monthly 
December 2025/January 2026 

{Produced by the Clinton Hall Charity Number 1204870 A Not-for-Profit Business} 

Committee Members: Michelle Stacey, Julie Stacey, Vicki Benson and Dave Folland 

Please send articles to dave.folland@btinternet.com by the 20th of January for inclusion in the February issue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Clinton Hall 
The Clinton Hall is run by volunteers to enable the hall to be there for the whole community near and far. If you 
feel you could help in anyway no matter how big or how small, we welcome you. Often, we have events that 
require help in the kitchen, behind the bar or help with set up and tidy up from various events. There's always 
plenty of gardening and tidying up outside to be done also. If you can spare anytime, please contact Michelle on 
01805603300 or info@clintonhallmerton.co.uk 
We love to support our local football team, especially on home matches. We open the bar, serve hot drinks, and 
put on food for the players at the end of the match. If you could help with cooking chips or running the bar on a 
Saturday afternoon, then we would love to hear from you. 

The ClinTon hall 
The Clinton Hall would like to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy Healthy 
New Year! 

Here’s to a great 2026 

          Merton AFC           
The Football Club would like to say a BIG Thank you to Ron Down for his time and 
effort he has put in for the Club in running the “150 Club” for many years. 
The “150 Club” will be taken over by Dan Paddon who is a member of the Football 
Club. 
You can call Dan on 07989292295 if you wish to stay in. 

mailto:dave.folland@btinternet.com
mailto:info@clintonhallmerton.co.uk
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Hire Rates for the Clinton Hall 
Whole Hall Hire {Not inc Outside Sports Facilities} 
Weekend (8am Friday—12pm Sunday or 12pm Friday—8pm Sunday) £500-00 
Full Day Hire (8am—12am) £250-00 
1/2 Day Hire (6hrs) £135-00 

Main Hall    Kitchen     Conference Room 
Full Day £120-00   Full Day £50-00    Full Day £80-00 
3/4 Day £90.00   3/4 Day £40-00    1/2 Day £45-00 
1/2 Day £65-00   1/2 Day £30-00    £8-00 hr 
£11-00 hr    1/4 Day £15-00 

Skittle Alley    Sports Field    Changing Rooms 

Full day £55-00   Full Day £50-00   Full Day no Showers £20-00 
1/2 Day £35-00   1/2 Day £30-00   Full Day with Showers £30-00 
£8-00 hr         1/2 Day no Showers £10-00 
          ½ Day with Showers £15-00 

Children’s Parties (ending before 6pm) 

Stage Hire 
£25-00 set up by the Committee only. 
Up to 4 hrs Main Hall & Kitchen (no cooking) £45-00 
Up to 4 hrs Main Hall & Kitchen (with cooking) £55-00 
For a combination of rooms or specific times/requirements, please contact the Hall for a quote. 
E-mail info@clintonhallmerton.co.uk 
Telephone 01805 603300 if no answer please leave a message on our answering machine, which will be 
dealt with as soon as possible. 

Advertising Rates for the Merton Monthly 
 

Within Parish boundary   Outside Parish boundary 
 
1/8 page – Business Card  £25-00  1/8 page – Business Card £30-00 
 
¼ page    £35-00  ¼ page    £40-00 
 
½ page    £50-00  ½ page    £60-00  
 
Full page   £100-00 Full page   £110-00 
 
These rates are for 11 issues, from May to April. Local Clubs/Organisations please contact the Editor. 
 
Lost & Found free. Items for sale usually 2 issues free, depending on advert size. 
One off adverts please contact dave.folland@btinternet.com for pricing. 

mailto:info@clintonhallmerton.co.uk
mailto:dave.folland@btinternet.com
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Black Bag & Green Waste Collections for December 
 

Green Waste Collection: 11th December 
 
Black Bag Collection: 4th December & 18th December 
 
Recycling & Food Caddy: every Friday 
 
The dates are subject to change for Christmas, New Year, other Bank Holidays and 
adverse weather conditions. We will announce any changes via our website @ 
Torridge District Council and social media 

https://www.torridge.gov.uk/forms/firmstep/wastecalendar.html
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All Saints Church 
Team Rector: Revd Martin Warren, tel: 01409-281424 
Curate: Catherine Duff, tel: 07717-209484 
Methodist Minister: Rev Chris Jackson, tel: 01837-52302 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
There is a wonderful scene in the Shrek 2 movie. Shrek and Fiona are off on their honeymoon – with Donkey! ‘Are 

we nearly there?’ asks Donkey. And again, ‘Are we nearly there?’ And again…and again….. Every parent’s been 

there! We just can’t wait! ‘Are we nearly there?’ 

Whether it’s Christmas, a birthday, exam results, a holiday or whatever else, we just can’t wait. Let’s have it now… 

please! It has been epitomised in the slogan ‘Take the waiting out of wanting.’ Forget the waiting! You can have it 

now! Instant gratification. 

Of course, living in an area like this, we know that isn’t true. Seeds are planted in the spring; the harvest is brought in 

the autumn. It takes time. The farmer – and the gardener – has to wait for their crop to grow and mature. It doesn’t all 

happen at once. We have to wait. 

And there are definite pluses about waiting. It often makes us value whatever it is that much more. To get something 

instantly can suggest that really it’s not worth that much. If we can get it now, that we can always get it whenever we 

want it. It’s just on tap at any moment. There’s no value in it. The strawberries in summer that I have waited so many 

months for taste just delicious. But if I had strawberries every week through the winter – well, it’s just another 

strawberry!  

To wait gives us time to prepare. Those 9 months of pregnancy gives us a chance to adjust in mind and home as to the 

change of life that is on the way. Though I don’t think anyone is really prepared for the birth of a child! It is so utterly 

life-changing. But you can do so much, and that makes a huge difference. 

Waiting gives us the chance to appreciate. What is this thing that we are waiting for? What is its significance? Why 

does it matter? It is why we build in opportunities for engaged couples to reflect on what marriage is all about before 

the wedding day. Use the waiting time to think about what is happening. 

Earlier this year we went on holiday to Italy. We could have flown. So much quicker – and probably cheaper as well. 

But we went by train. Well, it’s better for the environment. And you avoid those awful airport lounges. But there was 

something else. There is something about the journey. It’s not just the destination, but also the journey to the 

destination. It connects up here and there; it gives time to anticipate and adjust. And there is so much on the journey as 

well. It’s not just in the arrival. It’s worth the wait. 

You know where we are going with this. Yes, Christmas feels to rush in on us earlier each year – and it’s not just about 

getting older! The adverts are up and going from the start of November. The shops are full of Christmas things and 

Christmas songs around the supermarkets. Somebody described it as the Tinsel Tunnel. By the time we actually reach 

Christmas we are exhausted. Advent is all about waiting. Indeed the word means ‘coming’. It hasn’t arrived; it is still 

coming. We have to wait. 

Take time, if you can, to wait, to appreciate, to value, to journey. God doesn’t rush it. It took hundreds of years for 

Jesus to come – but he did. The waiting was worth it. And still we believe it’s worth it. Even more so, since the 

promise of Jesus’ coming was kept. We can wait; it is safe; God can be trusted. 

Wishing you a very happy Christmas - and savour the waiting, 

 
Martin Warren 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Services 

Sun 14th Dec 6.00pm Huish 

 

Sun 21st Dec 3.00 Merton 

including the family 

 
Refreshments to follow on each occasion 
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  Services in Merton and Huish 
 

7th December 11.00am Morning Worship (Petrockstowe) 

14th December   6.00pm  Carol Service (Huish) 

21st December   3.00pm   Carol Service (Merton) 

 

Christmas Eve   3.00pm Crib Service (Petrockstowe Hall) 

     7.00pm Christmas Night Communion 

Christmas Day   9.00am  Communion (Huish) 

   10.30am Family Service (Petrockstowe) 

 

28th December 11.00am Carols and Communion (Petrockstowe) 

 

4th January 11.00am Morning Worship (Petrockstowe) 

11th January 11.00am Morning Worship (Petrockstowe) 

18th January   9.30am Communion (Merton) 

25th January   9.30am Communion (Huish) 

 

 
 Service by Phone Sundays at 4pm 
   Ring 0330-606-0403. (You will be asked for an access code: 251417) 
 

From the Registers 
Wedding: Congratulations! 
Oct 25th Steven Edwards and Alex Hornsby 

Christmas Tree Festival 
Come and enjoy the displays and be in the place 

From Monday 15th December through to Christmas 
Merton Church 

 

Carols with the School amongst the trees 
Monday 15th December 

2-30pm 
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Merton F C 
 
 

 

Results 
 

     Merton 1 A F C Dunmonii 1 
 
 
     ******************** 
 

Home Fixtures 

 
Saturday December 6th   Merton v Lynton 
 
Saturday January 3rd   Merton v Bradworthy 
 
Saturday February 7th   Merton  v Combe Martin 
 

     ******************** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Merton AFC 150 Club Draw 
November 2025 

 

£20-00 Tony Hunt 
 

£10-00 Ron Down 
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Seasons Greetings! 
 

 

  
 
 
Margaret and Ron of Wring House would like to wish all their 
Friends a Merry Christmas and a Healthy and Happy New Year! 

Christmas Greetings to my Friends, Neighbours 
and the Whole Parish. 
I pray you will all be Truly Blessed as we 
celebrate the coming of THE LIGHT of the 
World, JESUS. 
It occurred to me This week, it’s so appropriate 
that, Christian or not, so many people love light 
at Christmastime, and JESUS IS THE LIGHT of 
LIFE, coming into the dark World (as 
demonstrated by Halloween the celebration, by 
some, of darkness and death.) 
(Thank you for your encouragement to light up 
the Village, Neil.) 
May our hearts be open to the LIGHT of our 
SAVIOUR JESUS this Christmas. 
Every Blessing everyone. 
Christine W 
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Black Bag & Green Waste Collections for January 2026 
 

Green Waste Collection: 8th January & 22nd January 
 
Black Bag Collection: FRIDAY 2nd January 15th January & 29th January 
 
Recycling & Food Caddy: every Friday, except Saturday 3rd January 
 
The dates are subject to change for Christmas, New Year, other Bank Holidays and 
adverse weather conditions. We will announce any changes via our website @ 
Torridge District Council and social media 

Merton AFC 150 Club Draw 
December 2025 

 

£20-00 John Lancaster 
 

£10-00 Ron Down 
 
£5-00 Tabetha Paddon 
 
£5-00 Robbie Nancekivell 
 
£5-00 Chris Williams 
 
£5-00 Ian Windsor 
 
£5-00 Mary Ford 

https://www.torridge.gov.uk/forms/firmstep/wastecalendar.html
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Remember the deadline. 20th January to 

be included in the February edition 


