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Report for Merton Parish Council 15th July 2025
Torridge District Council - Local Government Reorganisation
Torridge District Council would like the community to be aware and have a voice towards the next stage towards Local Government Reorganisation. We are being asked by government to develop plans to move from a two-tier system to a single-tier unitary authority. North Devon and Torridge have been working councils across Devon to work up proposals and in March 2025 an interim plan was submitted to government on behalf of all Devon's district councils except Exeter.
The proposal was known as the 1-4-5 Plan, keeping Plymouth as a standalone unitary authority, Forming another unitary authority with South Hams, Teignbridge, West Devon, and Torbay. Creating a new unitary authority combining East Devon, Mid Devon, North Devon, Torridge, and Exeter.
Final proposals will be submitted in November 2025. Though before then, the council would like to hear from residents, businesses, local communities and help identify what matters most to you?
This would ensure our proposals in November 2025 will help play a vital role in shaping our future.
Torridge residents can complete the survey online on the Let's Talk website or alternatively if you require a large print or paper version you can request this by emailing customer.services@torridge.gov.uk or calling 01237 428700 option 9
Paper copies are available at Riverbank House, Bideford, EX39 2QG
Community and Resources-Household Support Fund 7
£302,310.00 inclusive of 12% for administration of Household Support Fund 7 has been allocated by Devon Council to Torridge District Council to help those people in financial hardship, typically those people currently in receipt of benefits. This is for period 1st April 2025 until 31st March 2026. Encompass are assisting TDC with reviewing applications. This was voted for unanimously.

Cllr Chris Bright Notice of Motion - The Plough Arts Centre
The exceptional reward of £45,000 of exceptional funding assistance to be approved and delivered in two payments of £22,500 (one in financial year 2025/2026 and one in April for financial year 2026/2027. Over the next 2 years the Plough Arts Centres will report twice a year to External Overview and Scrutiny Committee. Lead member Cllr Cheryl Cottle-Hunkin and Ward member Cllr Chris Bright spoke very positively regarding the importance of The Plough to the community and working with a renovated Globe Hotel.
Members voted for 11 and 1 against with no abstentions. Torrington Town Council to provide £15,000 bringing the total to £65,000.
The Globe Hotel community project in Great Torrington
Please support and help spread the word for The Globe Hotel community project in Great Torrington who need to reach £230,000, for the Globe Hotel Torrington crowdfunding project. As of today £162,295, has been raised and if we achieve the target the hotel will be owned by the community and over half a million pounds would be released by central government towards its renovation. The aim of the globe project is to provide a training hotel to train young people in the hospitality and catering sectors. The Globe next door to the Plough would work incredibly well together and offer much potential and benefit the community and further afield!
Loan Request for ARC Atlantic Raquet Club) - Caddsdown  Bideford
A LOAN OF £100,000 to the Atlantic Raquet Centre to be repaid over 10 years with terms to be recommended by Full Council for completion of phase 6 development. Currently there are 5,500 users per week of the ARC and its many facilities. Voted for unanimously.
Torridge Estuary Strategy 2025-2030
The estuary strategy is to be adopted and that the 1-year action plan be submitted to members by January 2026 to ensure delivery of key actions within the adopted strategy.
Voted for unanimously.



