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{ Produced by the Clinton Hall Charity Number 1204870 A Not for Profit Business} 

April 2024 

Please send articles to dave.folland@btinternet.com by the 15th of April for inclusion in the May issue.  
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Advertising Rates for the Merton Monthly 

Within parish boundary      Outside Parish boundary 

1/8 page – Business Card £25-00   1/8-page Business card  £30-00 

¼ page    £35-00   ¼ page     £40-00 

½ page    £50-00   ½ page    £60-00 

Full page    £100-00   Full page    £110-00 

These rates are for 11 issues, from May to April. Local Clubs/Organisations please contact the Editor. 

Lost & Found free. Items for sale usually 2 issues free depending on advert size. 

One off adverts please contact dave.folland@btinternet.com for pricing. 

Hire Rates for the Clinton Hall 

Whole Hall Hire {Not inc Outside Sports Facilities} 

Weekend (8am Friday—12pm Sunday or 12pm Friday—8pm Sunday) £500-00 

Full Day Hire (8am—12am) £250-00 

1/2 Day Hire (6hrs) £135-00 

Main Hall    Kitchen     Meeting Room 

Full Day £120-00    Full Day £50-00    Full Day £80-00 

3/4 Day £90.00    1/2 Day £30-00    1/2 Day £45-00 

1/2 Day £65-00    1/4 Day £15-00    £8-00 hr 

£11-00 hr 

Skittle Alley    Sports Facilities   Sports Field 

Full day £55-00    MUGA £10-00 hr    Full Day £50-00 

1/2 Day £35-00    Tennis Court £6-00 hr   1/2 Day £30-00 

£8-00 hr 

Children’s Parties (ending before 6pm) 

Up to 4 hrs Main Hall & Kitchen (no cooking) £45-00 

Up to 4 hrs Main Hall & Kitchen (with cooking) £55-00 

For a combination of rooms or specific times/requirements, please contact the Hall for a quote. 

E-mail info@clintonhallmerton.co.uk 

Telephone 01805 603300 if no answer please leave a message on our answering machine, which will 

be dealt with as soon as possible. 
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All Saints Church 
 

Team Rector: Revd Martin Warren, tel: 01409-281424 

Curate: Revd Catherine Duff, tel: 07717-209484 

Methodist Minister: Rev Chris Jackson, tel: 01837-52302 

Dear Friends, 

Has it stopped raining yet? Maybe it has by the time you get to read this. It certainly hasn’t as I write 
it! Another gloomy day with the rain coming down. Low cloud and dark. Most years I can look out 
and see many glorious sunsets behind the trees beyond our garden through the winter. This season 
there seem to have been very few.  

And it certainly has been a very wet period. What was it? February was the wettest February on       
record? It certainly felt like it. Maybe the spring will make a difference. 

So I have had a moan about the weather. But actually that is how we can often feel more generally. Be 
it the news around us – it doesn’t seem to get any better; or indeed our own personal and community 
situations – be it illnesses or the now loss of our library service – it can all feel pretty depressing and 
gets us down. 

So the arrival of Easter is a huge gate to new hope and life. Not just because it comes with springtime 
– although that can help. Or because there’s lots of chocolate – wonderful! But even more because of 
what the Easter story offers us.  

You know the story: Jesus is put to death, hideously crucified, buried in a tomb. But a few days later 
he is found to be alive again – and it’s not just resuscitation – given all he had been through that 
wouldn’t have been very impressive. It was resurrection. It wasn’t his coming back from death; it was 
that he went through death. 

And that does change things. For now, just like spring and the flowers and leaves beginning to come 
and say that the seasons are on the move, so the glimmer of Jesus’ resurrection says that all the        
depressive state of the world is not the end of the story. Even death itself is not the end of the story. 
There is life – and it begins now. 

What a difference Easter makes. To know that the resurrection of Jesus is for real. That’s the heart of 
Christian faith. It doesn’t change the world or our circumstances just like that – just at it could still be 
a wet April! But it does change us - and it does change how we see things – and it does change what 
we do about things. The way things are is not the end of the story. 

Ask any Christian believer. Easter makes such a difference. 

Happy Easter all, 

Martin Warren. 

      Services in Merton and Huish 

7th Apr  11.00am  Petrockstowe (local-led) 

     6.00pm Petrockstowe (Evening Worship) 

14th Apr  11.00am  Petrockstowe (Methodist led) 

21st Apr    9.30am Morning Prayer (Merton) 

28th Apr     9.30am  Communion (Huish) 

  

Service by Phone  

      Sundays at 4pm 

      Ring 0330-606-0403. You will be asked for an access code: (251417) 
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Merton Mobile Service Post Office 

Merton Square Wednesday 15-00 — 16-00 

For more details click this link 

Merton Mobile Service Post Office® | Okehampton | EX20 3EE  

………………..all saints church……………….. 

The church has been the centre point of our village for 

decades and, hopefully, will be so for many years to 

come. The exterior shows that the weather has not 

been kind to the stonework, but the church is still there 

for monthly services and for special occasions, like 

weddings, baptisms and funerals. We now even have 

bellringers announcing to the outside world every third Sunday of the   month that a      

service will be taking place inside. 

A small band of dedicated parishioners work hard to keep that interior clean and cared for. 
However, it is only a very small band of elderly cleaners and we desperately need a few 
willing hands to help us keep on top of things. We usually meet once a month for maybe 
up to two hours, but any help would be appreciated. 
 
Please phone Connie on 603318 if you are able to help.       
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Merton F C 
 

Results 

       Merton 5 Georgeham & Croyde 0 

      Combe Martin 3 Merton   2 

Some Big games coming up which will decide how our season finishes. 

No home fixtures in April at the moment 

  Merton 2 Combe Martin 1 

This win takes Merton into the Final of the North Devon League Bill Smale Cup 

It is many years since Merton have been in a Cup Final 

The Cup Final will be between Merton verses AFC Dumnonii or Equalizers at Braunton 

Merton AFC 150 Club Draw 

March 2024 

£20-00 Lyn Wharton 

£10-00 Philip Crocker 

Black Bag & Green Waste Collections for April 

Black Bag collection: Thursday 11th April & 25th April 

Green Waste collection: Thursday Friday 5th April & 18th April 

Recycling & Food Caddy: every Friday, except Saturday 6th April 

Check the TDC calendar at: Torridge District Council  
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The Clinton Hall 
The Clinton Hall is run by volunteers to enable the hall to be the for the whole community near and far. If you feel you 
could help in anyway no matter how big or how small, we welcome you. Often we have events that require help in the 
kitchen, behind the bar or help with set up and tidy up from various events. There's always plenty of gardening and    
tidying up outside to be done also. If you can spare anytime please contact Michelle on 01805603300 or                               
info@clintonhallmerton.co.uk 

 

Upcoming events 

April 20th - Big Breakfast (Bi-monthly) 

Summer Social Nights - May 

Village Teddy Bears Picnic - June/July 

Treasure hunt - July/August 

Village fete with Dog show,  

welly wanging and plenty more - September 

Scarecrow festival - October 
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Lendology CIC  

Owning a property is an asset but it also comes with its fair share of expenses. From essential upgrades like roof repairs, 

new electrics, and boiler replacements to bathroom and kitchen renovations, the need for financing can be a significant 

challenge.  You may even want to reduce your carbon emissions by installing solar panels and batteries or investing in other 

renewable energy measures. 

Did you know that Torridge District Council offers a loan scheme ranging from £1,000 up to £20,000 with a 4% fixed interest 

rate, regardless of the amount you borrow or the loan term? This initiative aims to provide homeowners with accessible 

financing solutions for essential property improvements and renewable energy measures. 

Torridge District Council works closely with Lendology CIC, who understand the challenges homeowners face when funding 

property repairs and adaptations. As a B Corp, social enterprise and council-funded lender, Lendology CIC disrupt traditional 

lending practices by providing accessible financing solutions with decisions made by people, for people. 

Lendology CEO, Emma Lower, said: "As a social enterprise lender, we're committed to supporting rural communities. While 

we may not have a large marketing budget, we rely on word of mouth to ensure everyone can live in a home they're proud 

of."  

With 15 years of experience working across Devon, we're experts in understanding the needs of homeowners.  Don't wait 
any longer to address those persistent property issues. Apply now or find out more at www.lendology.org.uk or call us on 
01823 461099 and take the first step towards a safer, more comfortable home. 

Representative Example (4% fixed interest rate, Representative 4.2% APR).    

Loans are subject to status and are typically protected by a Title Restriction. Borrow £5,000 over 60 months, £92.08 monthly 

repayments. Total amount repayable = £5,544.96, including £20 fee for registering the Title Restriction against your proper-

ty at the Land Registry. The £20.00 fee is only payable if a loan is agreed by Lendology and you decide to proceed with a 

loan. We do not charge interest on the fee. A Title Restriction means that you may not be able to sell your home without 

our permission unless the loan is fully repaid. Missing payments could affect your credit rating and ability to obtain credit in 

the future. 

Church Annual Meeting 

Reports, elections, planning 

Thurs 18th April 

7.30pm 

All Saints’ Church 

Back Lane 

 May I respectfully request the residents of 
Clinton Gardens not to park too close to the 
top of Back Lane. This is the “official” right-
of-way for the houses at the bottom. If there 
is insufficient space between the Peugeot 
(parked in it’s usual place) and any other 
car, it makes access difficult.  

Name supplied. 
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Dolton and The Clinton School Merton celebrate their prestigious achievement! 

Dolton and Merton’s primary schools have recently achieved the impressive ACE (Association for Character Education) Award 
in recognition of the schools’ work to ensure pupils become well-rounded individuals. The local village schools are two of 
fewer than 100 across the UK to achieve the ACE Quality Mark Award. 

Headteacher for Dolton CofE Primary School and the Clinton CofE Primary School in Merton, Samantha Drew said: “I am real-
ly proud of our prestigious achievement. Everything we believe here is about underpinning that firm foundation for the chil-
dren based on character, so that they can go off into the world and be confident flourishing adults and inspiring change-
makers.” 

The schools are committed to their character and virtue provision with the key values of civic (community), moral (character), 
intellectual (academic) and performance (innovation), as their building blocks to a flourishing future. Their curriculum guides 
individual learners to inspire positive transformation in themselves and in all those around them, through the framework of 
academic excellence, character formation, community and innovation. 

When the children were asked about their achievement and what makes their school special, this was their reply: 

The Clinton School, Merton: 

‘Our teachers are the best, they are kind and help us with our      
learning.’ 

‘We have no bullying. We might have disagreements, but we learn 
how to respect each others’ opinions.’ 

‘We are like a family, we are caring and supportive of each other.’ 
‘We have so much space inside and our outdoor space is amazing.’ 

‘Learning about character helps us to see the way forward and how 
to act in different situations, we learn to be reflective, use self-
regulation and critical thinking.’ 

‘It helps us to manage our emotions and be more resilient and re-
sourceful, so that we can be more independent.’ 

‘It gives us clear expectations to make ourselves and others proud of 
our achievements by being the best person that you can be and 
shapes you for what’s to come in the future.’ 

Dolton Primary School: 

‘Our school is special because we are taught to be critical thinkers 
and resilient leaders.’ 

‘We are motivated to become really clever in our work.’ 

‘Our school is special because everyone is nice and friendly.’ 

‘The teachers all really help us, but also I use my critical thinking and 
resilience to keep going. Our classmates help us too.’ 

‘We learn motivation and how to be a good learner, and that it is ok 
to make mistakes - we can learn from them.’ 

‘We use generosity when we help each other with our learning,    
working together we can all do well.’ 

‘In our school everyone is welcoming, friendly and helpful.’ 

‘It is small and safe and all of the children and adults are happy.’ 

More information about ACE can be found here: www.character-education.org.uk. 

Both schools have nurseries on site, and can accept children from the age of 2. Please get in touch with them if you would 
like to find out more about the school or nursery, and book an appointment to have a look around. More information and 
contact details can be found here: www.clintonanddolton.org 

On a personal note, I have a child in reception and a child in the nursery at The Clinton School, Merton and we couldn’t be 
happier with how well they are progressing and how much they both love going to the school. The school is outstanding in its 
personal development and it is really lovely to see them so happy and engaged in their learning there, with the help of a  
dedicated team of teachers and staff who really get to know and understand all of the children and their individual needs and 
characters. It’s a great starting block for them going out into the world and we’re so fortunate to have them on our doorstep. 

Cheryl Cottle-Hunkin 

Local Schools Committee Parent Member and Torridge District Councillor 



Communication helps build Community 

11 



Communication helps build Community 

12 

Freecycle/ For Sale 

Any items for sale, or just looking for a new home, just let 

me know. 

dave.folland@btinternet.com 

Or drop a note in my letterbox at : 

Laburnum Cottage, halfway between the Pub and the Gar-

age. 

D  

   W  

      Decorating 

 

         Painting & Decorating Specialists 

Interior * Exterior * Commercial * Domestic  

     Also guttering and down pipe cleaning 

~    Peter Bright   ~ 

THATCHER 

Wheat Reed – Water Reed 
Tel. 01837 810148 (Petrockstowe) 

Remember the deadline. 15th April to be 

included in the May edition. 

 

TORRIDGE VOLUNTEER CARS 

Admin Volunteers + Drivers                       

   Do you have time on your hands? Would you like to 

help your Community?  

Our Admin Volunteers staff our office in Bideford 

one morning a week (Mon – Fri between 09:30 and 

13:00, excluding public holidays)  

Our Volunteer Drivers take passengers to          

appointments etc, for which expenses are paid. 

If you have the time and would like to help, please call 

the office for a chat. 

01237 237140 



Communication helps build Community 

13 


