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Communication helps build Community 

{ Produced by the Village Hall } 

September 2022 

Please send articles to dave.folland@btinternet.com by the 15th of August for inclusion in the September issue.  
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Communication helps build Community 

All Saints Church 
 

Team Rector: Revd Martin Warren, tel: 01409-281424 

Methodist Minister: Rev Chris Jackson, tel: 01837-5230 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Who would want the job of being Prime Minister? It’s one thing to be there, and then have various crises thrust upon you 
– but to see all the problems before us, and still want the job!! Well, it either takes a very special person, or they’re nuts! 
Whoever it is, they are definitely going to need our prayers and our support. 

Which makes us realise just how vital Christian faith is. For we know that ultimately it is not about who is Prime          
Minister, or US President, or anything else for that matter. Of course they do matter, and what they do matters – but     
ultimately we follow the one who has been proclaimed to be king over all of creation.  

I wonder if you have ever thought about where the word Christian comes from. ‘Of course,’ you will say, ‘it comes from 
the name Christ – it’s those who follow Jesus Christ.’ And you are absolutely right. But Christ is no extra name, a sort of 
surname to Jesus – like John Smith. Rather it’s a title. It’s the same word as Messiah, or God’s anointed one. It’s the Jews 
expected divinely-given king. Jesus Christ is in effect, King Jesus. And a Christian is a follower of the King – God’s    
appointed leader. 

But a king with a difference. He doesn’t rule by power and law, but by love and mercy. His way is one of compassion and 
justice and peace. And with Jesus, we have the confidence that it is the way that wins out, even when it seems it can’t. It 
is a very different way to the ways of the world, whether democratic or authoritarian. 

To know Jesus as that king is to have an assurance even when there is much uncertainty around. Whether the health      
service can cope or not, whether energy prices are stretching what we can manage, whether the climate is challenging our 
future, we can know God’s arms around us, holding us secure. There is someone in control: it is all safe in his hands, 
whatever happens. And he is with us through it all and will guide us as to the best way at one moment to cope. 

Peace and blessing to us all, 

Martin Warren. 

Services at All Saints’ Church 

  4th Sep    9.30am Peters Marland (Communion) 

   11.00am Petrockstowe Chapel  

11th Sep  11.00am Petrockstowe Chapel 

19th Sep    9.30am Communion 

26th Sep    9.00am  Huish (Communion) 

 

Advance Notice 

 Harvest Celebration Sat Oct 15th, 7.00pm at Clinton Hall 

  Book the date now. 

 

 Service by Phone  

      Sundays at 4pm 

   Ring 0330-606-0403. (You will be asked for an access code: 251417) 
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News from Clinton Hall 
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For Sale 

Lego Friends sets, All Complete, Bagged and with Instructions. No boxes. 

Various prices from £2.50 to £30 . Please call for a full list. Thank you. 

Julie Bromhead 01805 603620 

Black Bag & Green Waste Collections for September 

Black Bag collection Thursday: Friday 2nd Sept, 15th Sept & 29th Sept 

Green Waste collection Thursday: 8th Sept & 22nd Sept 

Recycling & Food Caddy: Collected every Friday. Except Saturday 3rd 

Sept 

Check the TDC calendar at: Torridge District Council  

Merton AFC 150 Club Draw 

August 2022 

£20-00 Ron Down 

£10-00 Kenny Heaman 
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A message from the Editor 

Hi, 

Well, Summer appears to be leaving, trees already dropping leaves, and as I was told at work, only 3 more 

pay days until Christmas! 

Hopefully there will be some decent weather before the end of the year, we will have to wait and see what 

happens. 

As always, if you have any items to include, please either e-mail me, dave.folland@btinternet.com or drop it 

in my letterbox at Laburnum Cottage, Merton, halfway between the Garage and Pub. 

For up to date information  check the Merton Village Facebook page,  Clinton Hall Facebook page, or have a 

look at www.mertondevon.com 

Until next month               Dave. 
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Bell ringing at Exeter Cathedral 

On the second Sunday of each month, the ringers at Exeter Cathedral extend an invitation to members 

of the Devon Association of Ringers (of which the Merton team are members), to come and ring the    

cathedral bells before the Sunday service. 

In June, I took advantage of this invitation and went there to ring. 

We met up at 8:30 at the west end of the cathedral, before climbing the stairs to the ringing chamber.  

There were a couple of flights of narrow spiral stairs, built into the walls of the building, followed by a 

long walk through the roof spaces above the cathedrals vaulted ceilings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eventually, we came to the ringing chamber – and what a space!  The cathedral has 12 bells, but to  

allow different sets of bells to be rung, there are two additional bells available.  (They are the ones with 

the green ‘sallies’ in this picture). 

The heaviest bell in the ring (the tenor) is over 3½ tons, and makes it one of the heaviest peals of bells 

in the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then rang a number of peals, using various combinations of bells, up to the start of the service at 

10:00 a.m., when we adjourned to a nearby café for a late breakfast. 

It was a memorable occasion, and I feel very privileged to have been able to ring the bells, which must 

be audible over a large part of the city. 

Steve Papworth 
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~    Peter Bright   ~ 

THATCHER 

Wheat Reed – Water Reed 
Tel. 01837 810148 (Petrockstowe) 

D  

   W  

      Decorating 

 

         Painting & Decorating Specialists 

Interior * Exterior * Commercial * Domestic  

     Also guttering and down pipe cleaning 

Merton Mill, Merton 

Freecycle/ For Sale 

Any items for sale, or just looking for a new home, just 

let me know. 

dave.folland@btinternet.com 

Or drop a note in my letterbox at : 

Laburnum Cottage, halfway between the Pub and the 

Garage. 

Merton Monthly e-mail notification. 

Do you prefer to get your Merton Monthly delivered or would you like an email version? 

If you would like to continue having it delivered then that's great but, if an email version is your choice, please send an   
e-mail to dave.folland@btinternet.com    Thanks for your support. 

Remember the deadline. 15th August to be included in the September edition. 


