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Communication helps build Community 

{Also available at www.mertonmonthly.com} 

December 21 / January 22 

Please send articles to dave.folland@btinternet.com by the 15th of January for inclusion in the February issue.  

The Clinton Hall & Merton Monthly would 

like to wish everyone a  

Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy 

New Year.  

Here's to 2022! 

Cuppa & Chat news. 

Thursday the 16th December will be the last 
cuppa & Chat for 2021 and will start again 

on the 6th January 2022 

Gym Key fob amnesty 

The Clinton Hall is asking if any-
one is still in possession of a gym 
key fob that is no longer of use to 

them to please return to the halls post box 

by the 10/12/21 

Thank you 

 

Postponed  

Until the 

New Year 

mailto:dave.folland@btinternet.com
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Black Bag & Green Waste Collections for December 

Black Bag collection Thursday: 9th December & 23rd December 

Green Waste collection Friday: 2nd December & 16th December 

Recycling & Food Caddy: Collected every Friday 

Check the TDC calendar at: Torridge District Council  

Merton Monthly e-mail notification. 

Do you prefer to get your Merton Monthly delivered or would you like an email version? 

If you would like to continue having it delivered then that's great but, if an email version is your choice, please send an   
e-mail to dave.folland@btinternet.com    Thanks for your support. 

Merton AFC 150 Club Draw 

November 2021 

£20-00 Luke Duston 

£10-00 Henry D Nicholson 

 

 

  

 

MERTON SHORT MAT  

BOWLING CLUB 
 
 
 

Our little club appears to be thriving once more, 

we welcomed another two members, Jim and John, 

at our previous get-together. 

Unfortunately, as our last meeting was cancelled, 

our  meetings have been advanced one week, so will 

now be on 18th November, 2nd December 

and 16th December from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m 

We are still looking to recruit new members.   Please 

come to the Clinton Hall for an introductory session. 

We will supply equipment, just bring yourself! 

If you prefer, contact Jeanie on 01805 601125 or 

Julie on 01805 603405 for more details. 

 

We look forward to seeing you! 

https://www.torridge.gov.uk/forms/firmstep/wastecalendar.html
mailto:dave.folland@btinternet.com
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All Saints Church 
 

Team Rector: Revd Martin Warren, tel: 01409-281424 

Team Vicar: Revd Susannah Metz, tel: 01837-810621 

Methodist Minister: Rev Liz Singleton, tel: 01837-52302 

Dear Friends, 

‘You must have a look!’ ‘Ok, I will,’ – hoping I wouldn’t just forget. But I did have a look – and  it’s well worth you 
having a look as well. Google Makenzy Beard and have a look at her paintings. 

She is only14, and only took up painting during lockdown last year. This year she had her work displayed in the Royal 
Academy of Art in London, has been acclaimed by those who know what they talking about, and has her work selling 
for thousands. Her observation of personality and character is amazing. 

And then there was Earthshot – Prince William’s supported effort to promote developments to help overcome climate 
change. Again Google Vinisha Umashankar, another 14 year old – this time from India. Particularly find her speech 
at the COP26 conference. There is so much hope in our youngsters – and we need to listen to them. 

I am taken to the passage in Isaiah’s prophecies: 

The wolf will lie down with the lamb, the leopard with the goat, the calf and the lion will feed together … 

 

A great picture of harmony in the created order and in this world. And then: 

A little child will lead them. 

We see it often as fulfilled in the coming of Jesus. And that coming we celebrate at Christmas, a time so much seen as 
the festival of the child. 

Dare we let the child lead us? Dare we listen to the concerns of the youngsters – especially with relation to climate and 
all the associated issues?  Dare we let the Child of Christmas that God has given us show us his way? 

‘Oh, but it is so complicated,’ we say. ‘You don’t understand.’ But maybe that is our problem – we can’t see the wood 
for the trees. We make it so complicated. 

This Christmas, can we let the child help us see the simplicity of it all, help us cut through the dross, the excuses, the 
rationality? Our school is nurturing character virtues in our children, helping them to be inspiring changemakers. Then 
the insight of the youngster and the experience of the grown up can bring about real change. It is the challenge of the 
Christmas Child. 

Peace and blessing to you this season, 

Martin Warren. 

Service by Phone 

Sundays at 4pm 

Phone 0330-606-0403 

Access code 251417 

Sunday Worship Online 
11.00am 

www.torridgeteamchurches.org.uk  

(or, of course, any other time of your 
choosing.) 

http://www.torridgeteamchurches.org.uk
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Services at All Saints (and other church buildings.) 

  5th December   9.30am Peters Marland (Communion) 

12th December 11.00am Petrockstowe Chapel 

19th December   6.30pm Petrockstowe Chapel (Carol Service)  

 

21st December   6.00pm Merton: Carols in The Square  

 

Christmas Services 

24th December   7.00pm Merton (Communion) 

25th December 10.30am Petrockstowe (Family Service) 

26th December 10.00am Huish (Communion)  

 

  2nd January   9.30am Peters Marland (Communion) 

  9th January 11.00am Petrockstowe Chapel 

16th January   9.30am Merton (Morning Prayer) 

23rd January   9.00am  Huish (Communion) 

30th January 11.00am Petrockstowe Chapel 

Carols in The Square 

 

Tues 21st December 

from 6.00pm 

Food available from Devon Food Company 

Hopefully not as wet as last year! 

Harvest Supper 

A big thank you to all who attended the Harvest Supper. The sum of £584-32 was raised for 

Church and Hall funds. 

Numbers were down, but, the goodwill was still there. 
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Dog Mess: A Poem! 

Little parcels in the bushes 

Little parcels in the trees 

Little parcels in the verges 

Little parcels in the leaves 

 

There are black ones, there are beige ones 

And they are full of your dogs poo 

And if you’re a dog walker 

It’s put there by one of you 

 

 

Little parcels that you picked up 

With your little plastic glove 

And then at arms length  

Into a plastic bag you shove. 

 

Then around your head it whirls 

And from you goes far away 

Left hanging like a rotten fruit 

To stink up someone else’s day 

 

Condolences 

Margaret and Ron would like to let everyone know that Connie passed away on Wednesday 

24th November. 

Connie’s funeral will be held at All Saints Church, Merton on Friday 10th December at 2-00pm 

The family would appreciate mourners to please wear a face mask. 

 

“Those we love can never be more than a thought away, for as long as there’s a memory they 

live in our hearts to stay.” ~ Unknown  

Defibrillator  

Just in case people were unaware, the 

defibrillator has been relocated to the 

Malt Scoop, on the wall of the toilets. 
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A message from the Editor 

Seasons greetings, 

I would like to start by wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year! 

I would like to thank all our advertisers for their support for the last year and all who have contributed         

articles, I hope this will carry on into the next year. 

At the same time I would like to give a BIG 

“Thank You” 

to the people who deliver the Merton Monthly, each and every month. 

As always, if you have any items to include, please either e-mail me, dave.folland@btinternet.com or drop it 

in my letterbox at Laburnum Cottage, Merton, halfway between the Garage and Pub. 

For up to date information  check the Merton Village Facebook page,  Clinton Hall Facebook page, or have a 

look at www.mertondevon.com 

Until next month               Dave. 

House for Rent 

1 bedroom house in Merton 

£400 pcm 

Please contact Jan & Jerry Sharpe 

Thank you 

Jan & Jerry 

 

Furzedon      Phone 01805 603587 

Merton Okehampton Devon 

EX20 3DS 

www.jjsharpe.co.uk 

Merton AFC 150 Club Draw 

December 2021 

£20-00 Karl Winsor 

£10-00 Brian Harris 

Merton AFC 150 Club Draw 

Christmas 2021 

£5-00 Dave Craker 

£5-00 Kenny Heaman 

£5-00 Phil Crocker 

£5-00 Lewis Harris 

£5-00 Rodger Lancaster 

Black Bag & Green Waste Collections for January 

Black Bag collection Thursday: Friday 7th January & 20th January 

Green Waste collection Friday: 13th January & 27th January 

Recycling & Food Caddy: Collected every Friday except                     

Saturday 8th  January. 

Check the TDC calendar at: Torridge District Council  

mailto:dave.folland@btinternet.com
http://www.mertondevon.com
http://www.jjsharpe.co.uk
https://www.torridge.gov.uk/forms/firmstep/wastecalendar.html
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Merton Skittles Teams 

“Life ain’t all beer and skittles, and mores the pity; but what’s the odds, so long as you’re happy” – 

George du Maurier. 

He was right, there is Cider as well, or tea and biscuits, laughter and some pride. It is not just about     

knocking over skittles; which is just as well as some of us have a problem doing that, it is about being with 

others and celebrating Merton’s place in the local community. 

Our A and B teams play in the Hatherleigh and District League and it has to be said we may not win that league (Meeth A are            

phenomenal) but we will celebrate each and every skittle as it falls.  

Keep an eye on Facebook for results on Merton Village or our dedicated Hatherleigh and District Skittles page, feel free to comment 

(within the rules of courtesy and kindness please) or maybe get involved as we are always looking for new members. Contact me or 

Colin Humphries for details. 

The skittle alley at The Clinton Hall is available for rent, at a very affordable hourly rate, for some great family fun and we also have 

another skittle alley at The Malt Scoop which is equally accessible for fun and laughter. 

Keep rollin’ on. 

Neil Littleales 

07722 321838 

A message from Christine Wright 

Diane Nancekivell 

Warmest thanks to Diane for her support of the village in manning the Post office over the past 18 months, even coming back after 

she had covid. We owe her a real debt and I for one am truly grateful for her support and help over that time.  

Commiserations to our new post van driver who has been down with covid. 

Doreen  Tolley & Phillip Lewis 

As the year comes to an end, I do miss having our dear Doreen and Phillip with us anymore, I have known Doreen for 50 years ever 

since the original playgroup days and known Phillip after I met him when I visited his Mum when we just moved here. After that he 

used to pop in for a chat now and then.  

I praise God for the knowledge that they are both at peace now, happy, and healthy. 

Christine 

I didn’t realise it still came around so maybe others 

don’t!!  

Probably a case like other things, use it or lose it! 

Next visit to the village is: - 

Monday December 13th at 13-15 to 13-45 

The mobile library visits every 4 weeks. 
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Would you like to volunteer to become part of our Bar Staff Team? 

 

The new bar is complete and looking good!!  Bookings are now coming in for events/parties/weddings. We are in the process of 
setting up a ‘Bar Volunteer Team’ to be able to call on when the bar needs manning.   

 

We are looking for people to: 

  Serve drinks 

  Collect glasses and return to bar for washing 

  Wash glasses 

  Re-stock bar 

 

Training will be given. 

 

You will be under no obligation to have to work every bar!! An email will be sent out with dates and all we ask is that you reply, Yes 
I am available or Sorry I am not available.   

 

If you, or you know someone that would like to get involved and be part of our team please email with details of what you can help 
with to  info@clintonhallmerton.co.uk or speak to Tracey Laughton for more details.  We look forward to hearing from you. 

mailto:info@clintonhallmerton.co.uk
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I have been looking back through some old copies of the Merton Monthly to find some copy to 

fill a gap or two in this issue, it doesn’t seem that long ag that I took over as editor of the     

Merton Monthly, something I feel is needed, even with all the social media available these 

days. 

I’m looking forward to the New Year with the hope that we will be able to get back to some 

normal kind of life and meetings and get togethers can happen again. 

I know I keep asking for copy, anything is considered, within reason of course! If you have any 

ideas or suggestions please let me know. 

I’ll stop rambling now, ending with a very  

Merry 

Christmas 

and  

a 

Happy  

and 

Healthy 

New 

Year ! 
 

I knew I could almost fill a page if I tried!! 

Until next time 

Your Editor 

Dave 
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During a recent turn-out we came across an old recipe book from the Devon W.I.   We are not sure of the date but it was 

edited by Mrs Blackmore of Peter’s Marland WI who had tested every recipe, so that the most inexperienced cooks could 

proceed with confidence! 

We have selected a couple of recipes for you to try.   We would be particularly interested in anyone trying the first one, 

the Old Testament Cake and reporting on the results. 

OLD TESTAMENT CAKE 

4½ cups   1 Kings iv, 22 

½ lb.   Judges v. 25 

2 cups   Jeremiah vi, 20 

2 cups   Nahum iii, 12 

2 cups   1 Samuel xxx, 12 

2 cups   Numbers xvii, 8 

2 teaspoons  1 Samuel xiv, 25 

To taste  2 Chronicles ix, 9 

6   Jeremiah xvii, 11 

1½ cups  Judges iv, 19 

2 teaspoons  Amos iv, 5 

1 pinch  Leviticus ii, 13 

Directions  Proverbs xxiii, 14 

 

Bake 1½ to 2 hours 

(Note:  Baking powder can be used instead of yeast). 

 

The next recipe was from Mrs F. M. Broer of Merton W.I.   Probably there are still people in the village who will remember 

her. 

DUTCH APPLE CAKE PUDDING (Delicious short appley pudding served with custard) 

8 ozs. Self-raising flour 

6 ozs. Margarine 

4 ozs. Sugar 

A pinch of salt 

2 large apples 

Swiss roll tin, well greased 

Sugar for sprinkling 

1 egg 

 

Rub in fat to flour, add sugar and salt. 

Then mix to a stiff mixture with beaten egg. 

Spread mixture on tin. 

Arrange sliced apple in rows over pudding and lastly sprinkle with sugar. 

Cook in moderate oven 

 

There will be more next month together with other handy household hints! 

 

Bunny & Julie Stacey 

Remember the deadline. 15th January to be included in the February edition. 
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Merton and Petrockstowe Heritage Group 
Our walk around the Bellever Forest was fascinating in spite of wet and windy weather. The forest itself was planted in 
the 1920s and is now a conservation area for the Dartmoor Pony Heritage Trust. Bob Adamson our guide was very 
knowledgeable and showed us the bronze age sites within the forest area including Kraps Ring a settlement of around 9 
hut circles surrounded by a wall. These round houses would have been made of stone with wooden roof timbers         
covered in turf, gorse or thatch. A fire pit was made in the centre of the dwelling with smoke going up through the roof 
which would have got rid of bugs and water proofed it. The animals would have been brought into the hut at night with 
the humans to protect them from wild animals 

Bob also showed us a stone row and a Cairn. We hope to do another walk in the spring. 

Janet Few is our speaker for November is she is talking about women's occupations from selling matchsticks to working 
in munitions factories, making gloves and working on farms. Always an interesting speaker we shall look forward to her 
visit. 

There is no meeting in December 

In January we shall be hosting a tea and chat afternoon on Friday 21st at 2.30 p.m. in the Chapel. We are inviting older 
villagers to come and reminisce on what it was like to live in Petrockstowe as a child and how the village has changed 
over the years. It should make for a lively afternoon so do come along and hear some Devonshire dumplings or            
Padstowe fleas as we were referred to in olden times pass on their memories. 

Our meetings are open to all. 

Ann Luxton  

annluxton@hotmail.co.uk 

Merton F C 

Fixtures: 

    Saturday 4th December  Kingsley Wizards  H  14-30 

    Saturday 11th December  Barum   H  14-30 

    Saturday 18th December  S.A.S.    H   14-30 

    Saturday 8th  January   Fremington  H  14-30 

    Saturday 22nd January   Putford   H  14-30 

    Saturday 29th January   Hartland & Clovelly H  14-30 

Results: 

      Kingsley Park 5  Merton   3 

Merton win game due to Kingsley Park playing illegal players 

      Merton  3  South Molton  0 

      Woolsery  4  Merton   1 

      Lynton  1  Merton   6 

The Football Club would like to thank everyone who supports the Club, also have a good Christmas and 

New Year! 

mailto:annluxton@hotmail.co.uk
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News from Rotary Club of Torrington 

As well as a strong commitment to supporting the local community, Torrington Rotary Club also supports others who are in need 
in the wider world. It does this carefully, if possible through personal contacts, so ensuring that support it gives goes through 
trusted organisations with a successful track record.  

Recently, the Club has supported Shelterbox in its relief efforts following the Haiti earthquake as well as contributing to the       
rebuilding of a children’s hospital in the Lebanon following the Beirut port explosion. As well as responding to immediate           
international emergencies the Club gives longer term support to ongoing campaigns. For example, in recent years it has  planted 
hundreds of purple crocus in Rack Park, Torrington, purchased from the global End Polio to help finance its vaccination campaign 
which has been so successful in almost eliminating the scourge of child polio across the globe. The Club is looking to continue this 
work. 

If you’d like more information about Rotary and our Torrington club, or you’d like to come along to one of our dinners at           
Torrington Golf Club, please contact us-   new members of all age groups are welcome and you don’t have to reside in Torrington.   
Likewise, if you know of a local need that we might help with,  please let us know.      

Email  secretary@torrington.rotary1175.org  

Happy Christmas and all good wishes for 2022 from all of us at Rotary 

Wring House 

As we won’t be sending Christmas cards this year—we would like to wish all 

our friends  & all the people in Merton a very Happy and Healthy Christmas 

and New Year and so many thanks for all the help we’re receiving. 

Margaret & Ron. 

 

Tony and Linda Hunt would like to wish everyone a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Steve and Anne Papworth would like to wish all our friends 
and neighbours a very Merry and peaceful Christmas, and a 
Happy New Year. 

 

  Christmas and New Year Greetings to Neighbours 

and friends    

                From Barb Laughton 

 

 

I wish the whole parish especially my friends and neighbours a   

truly blessed Christmas and New year ahead. Despite the            

upheavals of the world. May we all learn to look to the almighty 

God and make us and sustain us for strength and comfort in these 

days. 

Christine Wright 

mailto:secretary@torrington.rotary1175.org
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Remember the deadline. 15th January to be included in the February edition. 
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The Malt Scoop Inn  

Essential Shop 

Yorkshire tea, Tea Bags (20 bags) ~ £1 

Carton of long-life semi-skimmed milk ~ £1 

Small bag of sugar ~ 65P 

Tins 

Heinz tomato soup ~ £1 per tin  

Spaghetti hoops with sausages ~ £1 per 
tin   

Branston baked beans ~ 75p per tin 

Dairy Produce 

Unsalted Butter ~ £1.75 

 (6) Free Range Eggs ~ £1 (if possible bring an egg box) 

Frozen Items 

Unsmoked back Bacon (6 rashers) ~ £1.70 

Breakfast Sausages (6) ~ £2 

Other Sundries 

Toilet Rolls (4) £1.50 

Kitchen Rolls (2) £1 

Snacks 

Selection of Crisps available ~ £1 

Selection of chocolate available ~ £1 

Peanuts (salted or roasted) ~ £1 

Pork scratchings ~ £1 

Alcohol  

A selection of White, red and rose wine available ~ £12 per bottle  

(Please contact us for our selection of crisps chocolate and wines) 

This is just a small amount of stock to start. I am happy to hear of any     
suggestions you may have on what you and others in the village will find useful 

to have stocked here at the pub. 

Opening hours 

Monday – closed, Tuesday & Wednesday 12pm til 10.30pm, Thursday 3pm til 
10.30pm,    Friday & Saturday 12pm til 12am and Sunday 12pm til 8pm 
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The Malt Scoop Inn 
Pub, Restaurant & Bed & Breakfast 

For any enquiries call 01805 603924 

Opening Hours 

Monday closed all day 

Tuesday 12pm – 10.30pm* 

Wednesday 12pm – 10.30pm* 

Thursday 3pm – 10.30pm* 

Friday 12pm – 12am* 

Saturday 12pm – 12am* 

Sunday 12pm – 8pm* 

*depending on customer flow, closing hours may change. (Please note this does not affect the 

opening times) 

Food served daily  

(takeaway available on anything on the menu) 

 

Tea & fresh coffee also available daily  

 

***Now serving Cream Teas & Savoury Cheese Scone Teas available during open hours at 

£4.95 per person*** 

Fish & Chips or Pie & Chips, eat in or takeaway available every Friday  

(Fish is freshly prepared and cooked to order so please place your order no later than 6pm on 

a Thursday) 
 

B&B rooms 

I have two beautiful, recently decorated B&B rooms, so if you have family or friends wishing to 

come and visit you but you’ve no room, then give me a call and I can sort a competitive rate 

for you.   

Local ingredients are used for our cooked breakfast.  

Games 

Pool table & Skittle Alley and a selection of board games available.  

Beer Garden (at rear) – plenty of seating and a beautiful view  

Well-behaved dogs welcome 

Website www.themaltscoop.co.uk / facebook @themaltscoopinn 

http://www.themaltscoop.co.uk
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~    Peter Bright   ~ 

THATCHER 

Wheat Reed – Water Reed 
Tel. 01837 810148 (Petrockstowe) 

D  

   W  

      Decorating 

 

         Painting & Decorating Specialists 

Interior * Exterior * Commercial * Domestic  

     Also guttering and down pipe cleaning 

Merton Mill, Merton 

Little Otters Pre-School, Merton 
 

Opening times: Term time 
Monday  - Thursday 8-45am – 3-30pm 

We aim to provide a safe and stimulating                   
pre-school environment and to work within a framework, which 
ensures equality of opportunity for all children and families. 

We believe that early years’ education is much more than teaching 
sounds, colours, numbers and letters. It is about developing strong, 
curious and confident children. Our aim is to make learning fun and 
for children to enjoy learning as they start their journey in life. 

Your child is entitled to 15 hours, funded, the term after they are 3 
years old. We are also able to provide 2gether funding for 2 year 
olds. 

For more Information please contact the school on  

01805 603357 or email admin@clinton.devon.sch.uk 

Little Otters Parent & Toddler Group 

Fun and stimulating activities for children aged 0-5 
Years.  

Activities available vary from messy play, story/singing 
sessions, small world play and much more!! 

A chance for Parents/Carers to have a catch up while 
your children play in a safe environment.  

A healthy snack & drink will be provided for the      
children & tea/coffee & biscuits for the adults. 

Where - Merton Pre-School  

When - Every Friday, 9am - 11.30am 

Contact the school on 01805 603357  

Freecycle/ For Sale 

Any items for sale, or just looking for a new home, just 

let me know. 

dave.folland@btinternet.com 

Or drop a note in my letterbox at : 

Laburnum Cottage, halfway between the Pub and the 

Garage. 

mailto:admin@clinton.devon.sch.uk
mailto:dave.folland@btinternet.com

