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The Clinton Ha

At the AGM held last month Bill Brown remains as Chair of the Hall Committee,
Dennis Twomey is now Vice-Chair and we welcome two new committee members —
Louise Scantlebury and Julie Harris.

COFFEE MORNING
Tuesday 11 May, 9.00am to 11.30am

Come and catch up with friends and new friends !

WHAT’S ON DIARY — further info in newsletter
Malt Scoop Quiz, 8.15pm
Parish Council AGM, followed by ordinary meeting, 7.30pm
Friendship Club, Clinton Hall, 2pm — note different date
Wine & Wisdom, Clinton Hall
Sunday 20 June Father’s Day Lunch, Clinton Hall
Saturday 17 July Vintage Rally and Summer Fair, Clinton Hall
Thursday 18 November - Return of Johnny Cowling, Clinton Hall

Saturday 8 May
Tuesday 11 May
Wednesday 12 May
Friday 4 June

h Fathers Day Lunch h
— Sunday 20™ June Fathers Day Lunch at The Clinton Hall - n

3 courses £10 per person —children up to primary school age £5. "
12 pm for 1pm sit down. "

Ring 01805 603658 or 01805 603300 to book tickets. n
Limited number of tickets so please book quickly n

Sport at the Hall

T ¢) Tt

Snooker, Table Tennis, Badminton, Skittles, Outdoor Tennis and Aerobics
are all available at the hall.
For more information please ring 01805 603300 on a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday night
between 6.30 and 8 pm.



mailto:clintonhall2004@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.clintonhallmerton.co.uk/

Advance Notice. Abi Horner’s wedding reception at the Clinton Hall on Saturday 12 June — there will be a
fireworks display during the evening do. It will only be about 5 minutes long and will be at 10.45pm, but just to
let those of you with small children, dogs, horses or other pets be aware .....and if people want to come and watch
then they are more than welcome.

All Saints Church, Merton Clergy: Rev. Martin Warren, Tel.: 01409 281424,

Services for May
2" May 11.00am Confirmation at Shebbear

9" May 11.00am Community Service
16™ May 9.30am Holy Communion
23" May 11.00am Morning Prayer
30" May 11.00am Team Communion: guests Angus and Helen Crichton from Uganda.

From the Team Rector

The biggest event ever has hit our skies. Every plane has been grounded; travel plans disrupted; and currently there is no
end in sight! Not terrorism, not bureaucracy, not a strike — but a volcano. And that, far away in Iceland. Even their banks
didn’t bring us to our knees. But a natural phenomenon has. Amazing.

While for some people the upheaval will be serious, let’s avoid the excessive language. Even the BBC got to talking of
travel plans being ‘ruined’. No, ‘disrupted’ please. To get back from skiing in the Alps is not impossible; overland travel is
possible. Further afield may be a bit more challenging admittedly. But life is full of changed plans. Very rarely does
anything go exactly as initially intended. So, as in so many areas of life, let’s be careful with the words we use.

And maybe there are some pluses too. A volcano stops what not even 9/11 didn’t. It causes us to ask just who controls this
world. We plan and dream, but actually can never be certain. We think it’s all so definite, but everything has to be
provisional. There are greater powers at work than simply human.

So maybe we don’t need to rush round quite so much. To fly so quickly round the world shrinks its size. Everything feels
the same. And yet we arrive quite disorientated. In one of the early Everest expeditions, the western mountaineers were
perplexed by their Sherpa carriers. Where were they? It turned out they had stopped some way behind — to allow their souls
to catch up? A book was entitled ‘The 3mph God’. Maybe there are lessons to be learned there. Yours, Martin Warren.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

O0Summer Partyo

in Memory of L/Cpl Dane Elson 3
in aid of OHelp for Hei
21st August 2010

7.30pm till late
The Clinton Hall, Merton

As some of you may know, my cousin L/Cpl Dane Elson who was serving with 1% Battalion Welsh
Guards, was killed in action on 5" July 2009, whilst out in Afghanistan. | have decided to organise a iy
‘Summer Party’ in Memory of Dane in aid of HELP FOR HEROES on Saturday 21* August 2010 at
the Clinton Hall Merton. ALL proceeds from this Dance will be donated to the ‘Help for Heroes :
Fund” which provides vital support to members of the Armed Forces who have been wounded in the
service of their country. i

There will be a LIVE BAND, BAR, BUFFET (by Gill Wickett!), RAFFLE AND AUCTION with some
fantastic prizes! Tickets are £15.00 for adults and £7.50 for children (Under 14) to include buffet.

If there are any businesses that would like to donate raffle or auction prizes, | would be very grateful! |
can be contacted on 01837 811218 or email: katie2elston@yahoo.co.uk i

I hope you will all support this event!
Thankyou
Kate Elston, 4 Springfields, Petrockstowe
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MaltScoop
Congratulations to Rudley and the Maltscoop Darts Team for winning

the mid Torridge Darts League and tying tops in the pairs league — Well Done!

Next Malt Scoop Quiz in aid of Devon Air Ambulance
will be held on Saturday 8 May at 8.15pm. Draw prizes welcome.

The Editors have recently had correspondence with a lady who spent some time in Merton during the war. The
following is her account. We are wondering whether members of the Slee and Gooch families are still in the area

or whether there is anyone in the village who remembers Joan (now Mrs Rolfe). You can make contact via us and
we wi || pass on your comments. Perhaps other pe
We could open up a fascinating and exciting dialogue here!

"l was evacuated to Merton when | was 8 or 9 with my elder sister and brother. | must presume it was
early 1940 because | did not spend a Christmas and came back home to the bad bombing in 1940.
My sister and I lived with Mr & Mrs SLEE (Auntie Rose and Uncle Bill) on Back Lane. My brother lived
at the beginning of Back Lane with Mrs GOOCH.

We all went to the village school. The head teacher was Miss PATTERSON who lived near the
church.

We went to church Sunday morning and to chapel Sunday evening, which was a long walk towards
Torrington.

Auntie Rose and Uncle Bill had children who were married and lived at Merton Mill, just outside of the
village.

My parents visited in the summer and my sister persuaded my father to take us home (she was a
spoilt child but not in Devon). | had to go home even though | did not want to. My brother stayed on
for about a year.

| have always wanted to return to Merton but the chance never came. | feel my short stay was the
beginning of my love of nature, animals and the countryside.

| am pleased torecord | enjoyedmy short stay i n Mert doan Rolfe

Merton AFC — 150 Club Draw — Winners for March
£40 — 1. Winsor; £10 — B. Walls; £10 — C. Wickett; £5 — M. Phillips; £5 — M Colwill

Merton Football Club

Results: Park 2 Merton 0 @)
Merton 1 Buckland Brewer 1 @j}?&\
lIfracombe 1 Merton 3
Torrington 2 Merton 0

The Club is hoping to start a Ladies Team next season, this will be a first. More details in next month’s
newsletter.

Merton Post Office and Shop

Thank you to everyone who bought their Easter Eggs and cards from our shop, we very much appreciate your
continued support.

Thank you for your patience with our new computer system. I don’t think the roll-out has been quite as smooth
as the Post Office would have liked, and there have been a few teething troubles. These may continue for a
while!!

The dry cleaning service is still available to hire from the shop.
For more details please ask
Tracey Laughton. 01805 603200



IS HELD AT THE CLINTON HALL. Mertpn Short Mat Bowling Club _
The final of the Merton Short Mat Bowling Club

WE HAVE CLUB NIGHTS MOST THURSDAYS Clinton Cup Competition was held at the Clinton Hall,
Merton on Wednesday 7" April 2010.

SEPTEMBER THROUGH TO APRIL . The winners were Peter Luxton & Ron Booth, the

- Runners-Up were Jeanie Sheppard and Julie Stacey.

- Unfortunately, Lord Clinton was unable to attend, so a

- cheque for £84.50 was presented to the Devon Air
 Ambulance Trust on his behalf by Graham Heaman.

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE RING: . The Merton Short Mat Bowling Club and The Merton

_JEANIE ON 01805 601125 OR Charity League have together donated more than £1000

JULIE ON 018205 603405 “over the last 6 years.
g . »
/& “HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE % /&

THROUGHOUT THE SE ASON 37-\7\""”‘.";‘,

VISITORS WELCOME. WE HAVE EQUIPMENT

: AVAILABLE FOR LOAN IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
SEE IF THE GAME IS FOR YOU

The Friendship Club

A meeting was held on Wednesday 7" April. Twenty members attended with two apologies.

Mr David Arney was our speaker and he gave us a very inspiring talk on ‘Bee Keeping’. He started with his bee
keeping with his brother giving him six hives. It takes a lot of time sorting the drones and the queens, looking for
diseases and how to extract honey. Honey is a very useful commodity for medicines and very good for healing
wounds. It was most interesting.

Pat Watts provided us with a delicious Cream Tea and Mary Ford gave us her birthday cake, which was enjoyed
by all.

Our next meeting on the 12" May 2010 is at The Clinton Hall, 2 pm. The Speaker will be Mr John McCormak
from Plymouth on Deaf and Hard of Hearing. All welcome. £2 to include tea and cake.

Christine Wickett
The Clinton School
The promotion for Tesco vouchers ends on 9th May so could vouchers be sent into school by the end of this
month. Thank you Jo Craker

Rainbow Pre-school Merton

Firstly I would like to thank everyone who came to our Easter Egg Hunt and Roller Disco last month. We had lots
of fun and raised almost £200 for the pre-school which is great.

Our next fundraising event is a Wine and Wisdom evening on Friday 4™ June at the Clinton Hall. The fun
starts at 8pm and entry is £5 to include a glass of Wine, Cheese, biscuits and nibbles and lots of laughs!!

To book your tickets call Paula on 01805 603040 or Julie on 01805 603620.

Rainbow pre-school are now welcoming children from 2 years of age to sessions on every week day.
We also run a toddler session on a Friday morning where parents can stay and have a chat. You can contact the
Pre-school on 01805 603119 for more information. We look forward to hearing from you.  Julie Bromhead

Strictly Ballroom ... -~ 3]

Anyone who would like to join our ballroom dancing group at the Merton hall at 6.45 pm on Wednesdays is welcome to
come along. This is not a dance class as we're not teachers, more a dancing club where we can help people who can't do
as much as us. Also there are probably people out there who know a lot more than we do and can help us. There will be
no charge but naturally donations to help towards the hire of the hall will be welcome and any surplus will go in a pot to
be used to finance an occasional ball if there are enough people interested.

For more info ring Bob Harrod on 01805 623485.




TFG YouthGroupwi | | be organising a trip to see Aladdin at
17™ December 2010 for a 7pm performance. Following on from requests last December we are opening

this up to anyone who wants to come along and hope to fill a 53 seater coach. We are hoping to organise
pick-up and drop-off at Petrockstowe, Merton and Little Torrington but can probably arrange stops as
necessary if the demand is there. The cost to TFG members will be the normal £5 and for non-members

will be £13 per person. If you are interested, please let Fiona or any TFG leaders know so that we can
anticipate numbers. You can contact Fiona on tfgyouth@gmail.com or 01837 811749,

TFG

On16MApril we went to Waves Leisure Pool
session. It was a lovely sunny day and a great time was had by all.

On Friday 7™ May, we are having a chill out evening at Baxter Hall from 7-9pm
with table tennis, snooker, Wii games, tuck shop and our newly donated table football. We thank
Frances and Peter Ashton for this generous donation.

On Friday 21" May, Melissa Baker, our local PCSO, has agreed to come along and be available to
anyone who wants to talk about drugs, alcohol and related issues affecting teenagers. She will
also answer any questions that you may have on these subjects. The normal games will be out and
the tuck shop will be open.

It was requested that we go Quad Biking during the May half term week. I have looked into this
and the cost per person is £20. TFG will pay £10 and the cost of transport, so the cost to the
members who want to come will be £10 rather than the usual £5. Any non-members who want to
come will have to pay the full £20. This price includes 10-15 minutes instruction and then 30
minutes on the full track. Afterwards, we will go into Barnstaple where you can go shopping and
buy lunch if you want to. Times to be confirmed but consent forms must be back by 7™ May at
the latest as this needs to be prebooked.

We will be making Fat her™Jane DEf you hoaeradysuitable piEturesy a'y 1
pens or attachments that you are happy to share, please bring them along on the night.

Advance Notice: There will not be a meeting on Friday 17™ September as all leaders have other
commitments.
Any queries contact Fiona on 1fgyouth@gmail.com or 01837 811749

Leader 4 Torridge and North Devon

Do you have a project idea that is innovative and new? Is it going to help your community, environment or local economy?
Are you looking for support and funding?

Leader 4 Torridge and North Devon is a programme with funds to support projects and long-term action to improve the
economy, environment and quality of life in our rural areas. We have already helped support a wide range of interesting
projects, so why not see if your idea could become a reality?

We are looking for projects which are distinctive, innovative, involve partnership working, represent good value for money
and leave a lasting legacy for Torridge and North Devon. They also need to fit with Leader 4 objectives, which can be found
at www.leader4.org

We would be particularly interested to hear from you if you have a project related to the conservation and understanding of
our rural heritage, or perhaps have a community building from which you want to run a new essential service for the local
area such as a community shop, or public IT facility.
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Around £1.6 million is still unallocated and available for rural projects in North Devon and Torridge. The grant funding
comes from the Department for the Environment and Rural Affairs and the European Commission through the Rural
Development Programme for England.

Our four objectives are:

9 Obijective 1. To Raise and Support Growth Aspirations of Rural Micro Businesses

9 Obijective 2. To Improve Access to Services and Employment in Deprived Rural Communities

9 Obijective 3. To Develop the Assets & Resources of the High Quality Environment as an Economic Driver
1

Obijective 4. To Improve the Environmental Performance of Communities and Businesses to Create a Low Carbon
Economy

For further information on the programme, please check www.leader4.org or call 01237 426423

e

* K %

* o K South West RDA

i
<0
e |
_i 1
C

Part financed by the European Agricultural Fund for European Development: Europe investing in Rural Areas
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And Finall vy, dondot forget the Vintage Ral
17" i more details next month but put it in your diary now!
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If you would like to include anything in the Merton Monthly, please let Tracey Laughton have copy by the 20" of the month
or send direct to the editor, Trevor Higton at The Old Vineyard, Merton or by email — jtt@downeshouse.freeserve.co.uk
Entries received after the 20" of the month may be refused. All articles or advertisements submitted for publication should be
supplied with a name and contact number.

We would love to have contributions from the village — recipes, holiday stories,
gardening tips, birthday/anniversary greetings, congratulations, etc.
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