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Don't forget to book your Father's Day Lunch tickets
Sunday 20™ June, 12 noon for 1pm
3 courses £10 per person
Children up to primary school age £5
Limited availability so ring 01805 603658 Or 01805 603300
to book your tickets NOW!

WHAT’S ON DIARY — further info in newsletter
Tuesday 1 June - Coffee Morning, Clinton Hall, 9.30am — 11am

Wednesday 2 June - Friendship Club, Clinton Hall, 2pm

Friday 4 June - Wine & Wisdom, Clinton Hall

Saturday 19 June - Coffee Morning, Ashgrove House, see below
Sunday 20 June - Father’s Day Lunch, Clinton Hall

Tuesday 6 July
Saturday 17 July

Parish Council Meeting, Clinton Hall, 8pm
Vintage Rally and Summer Fair, Clinton Hall

Coffee Morning Saturday 19th June 10.30am -12.00 noon at Ashgrove House,
Clarks Lane, home of Pat & Roy Watts in aid of Church Funds.

All Saints Church
Services for June

6th Jun 6.30pm Methodist Service
13th Jun no service
9.00am Holy Communion at Huish
20th Jun 9.30am Holy Communion

27th Jun 11.00am Holy Communion

From the Registers
Funeral: Our prayers for the bereaved
20" May Brian Bunn


mailto:clintonhall2004@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.clintonhallmerton.co.uk/

From the Team Rector

Martin Warren, tel: 01409-281424

Co-operation is in the air.

It has been fascinating watching the horse-play between the various political parties post election. (Wasn’t it great
to get the accolade of being the last constituency to declare our result. Devon is on the map! We’ll do it directly!)
Finally we have ended up with the Dave and Nick Show. I am still waiting for them say: ‘And it’s good night
from me.” ‘And it’s good night from him.’

What is so extraordinary is that people can chum up to each other so soon after slanging one another. It is one
thing to criticise the ideas of another, it is quite another to run the person down.

But co-operation has won out — for now at least. And isn’t that the way it should be. It is so easy to get upset
about something or to fall out over the way something is done. Words are used that are not very helpful, and
suddenly we can’t work together.

Maybe we can learn form Dave and Nick. Let’s look to the bigger issues — there’s always something that is larger
than our own individual whims. And let’s be honest — it’s the only way it can work. But too we need the power to
make it work. That’s where Christians believe that God has a role to play. He doesn’t just tell us to work together,
his Spirit is there to help us do so. And it’s not just theory — the whole idea of God as Trinity (Three in One) is
that there is co-operation in God from the very beginning.

May co-operation be in the air.

Yours, Martin Warren.

Brian Bunn

Sandra, Vince, Sue, Sean, Ava, Brett and Helen would like to thank everyone who has
expressed their sympathy and support over the sudden death of Brian.

We would like to thank Reverend Warren for the lovely service and the local community for
supplying the village hall and refreshments. Brian would have been so proud that at such a
sad time how the village came together.

Thank you also to anyone who donated money to Devon Air Ambulance Trust. We can
confirm that to-date you have all raised £599.74 and we have been led to believe that there
are some more cheques to follow. So thank you so much.

Brian would have been delighted as he loved raising money for this charity and ironically
where he spent the last few minutes of his life.

We know that you all share our grief and are sure you will agree it was a privilege to know
such a great character who will be sadly missed in the Merton community.

KENNEALLY

Des and Sheila would like to thank all family and friends for their cards, flowers and kind
wishes sent after the tragic loss of our dear daughter-in-law Florence who died recently in
Malaysia. All the messages were sent to Darren in Malaysia and he also wants to
convey his thanks to you all for your wishes and prayers and for coming to the candle

lighting in Merton church on the day of her funeral - he was very touched by it.
(Further details -page 34 this week’s NDJ)




Merton Friendship Club

Eighteen members attended the talk given by Mr Pickett from Royal National Institution for the Deaf. One in
seven people are deaf or hard of hearing and this percentage increases dramatically with age so that in the 60 plus
age group more than 55% of people are affected. Two and a half million people own hearing aids but only one
and a half million wear them. Mr Pickett encouraged us all to do everything we can to encourage friends and
relatives who have this problem to get the help available to them. However, Mr Pickett explained that a hearing
aid is just that — an aid, it is not a cure. Hearing loops in public places are a great help, as are the other types of
aids available such as microphones, especially adapted fire alarms with a flashing light, alarm clocks which
vibrate and telephones with a volume control. Most television programmes have sub-titles and there is type talk
via the telephone for those who are profoundly deaf and this is funded jointly by BT and RNID. There is also help
available to learn sign language, lip-reading.

Mr Pickett also told us about two types of operation which are available. One is a Bone Attached Hearing Aid
which is relatively simple to perform and very effective as bone is an excellent conductor of sound; and the
Cochlea Implant which is far more complicated and is used mainly for children who have been deaf from birth or
a young age. The meeting finished with our usual homemade refreshments.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 2" June at 2pm in the Clinton Hall and when Mr John Halls will give a
talk on the history of D.J. Miles & Co. Ltd. (Tea producers — a subject close to our hearts!)
The July meeting will be Recollections of the War Years from Mr Philip Jenkinson and will be held on the 7*" of
the month at 2pm in the Clinton Hall.

If you would like to join us please contact Mrs Christine Wickett 01805 603258. New members always
welcome.

0®0©0 0000000000000 00000000000C0OCOCROCOOICGOTS
RAINBOW PRE-SCHOOL threatened CLOSURE!!

We are currently looking at the possibility of having to close Rainbow Pre-School at the end
of July 2010 for the following reasons:

1. Lack of funding and children i we are currently applying for sustainability grants

2. No committee from September 2010 i we DESPERATELY need committee members to
come forward and work with us to run the pre-school, there are various roles including
treasurer, chair, secretary and general committee members to fundraise and help out with
administration etcé

® |f you would like to talk to us about becoming a committee member please feel free to call
® (01805 603 1109.

Winners for April 150 Club

£40 — R Down; £10 — R Andrews; £10 — J Stoneman; £5 —J Tinsel; £5 — C Newell

*xx*x* Next Malt Scoop Quiz in aid of Devon Air Ambulance *****x*
**x%** Wwill be held on Saturday 19" June at 8.15 ******
*xx*x* Draw prizes welcome *****x*




Merton Post Office and Shop

This month | wanted to mention about the Devon Air Ambulance Lottery that we do at the Post Office. All
profits from the weekly draw go to run the two Devon helicopters which totally rely on fundraising and donations
to operate.

There are currently over 17,100 playing members playing our lottery. It only costs £1 per entry per week and you
can have as many entries as you want at £1 each. The first prize each week is £1,350, with second and third prizes
of £135 and 10 further cash prizes of £50.

For each £1 entry, 70p in the £1 is donated back to the charity - in 2008 over £550,000 was donated back. Only
30p in the £1 is used for the prize fund, administration charges and agents’ commission.

To join you simply complete a form at the Post Office and pay a £1 a week. Tracey Laughton

Rainbow Pre-School

Our next fundraising event will be a Wine and Wisdom evening on Friday 4th of June at The Clinton Hall. The
fun starts at 8pm and entry is £5 to include a glass of wine, cheese, biscuits and nibbles. The evening will be
dedicated to Brian Bunn and there will be a collection on the evening for Devon Air Ambulance. To book tickets
please contact Paula on 01805 603040 or Julie on 01805 603620.

Rainbow are now welcoming children from 2 years of age to sessions on every week day. We also run a toddler
morning on a Friday where parents can stay and have a chat.

The children are looking forward to our annual beach trip this term and the hotly anticipated pre-school outing is
being planned. You can contact pre-school on 01805 603119 for more information.

We look forward to seeing you soon. Julie Bromhead

The Clinton School

The promotion for Sainsbury's vouchers ends on 8th June so could vouchers be sent into school by the end of the
month. Thank you to those of you who sent Tesco vouchers; we look forward to placing our order soon.

Jo Craker

TFG. Unfortunately Melissa Baker was unable to join us on Friday 21 ' May so we
made Fatherds Day car d®Jurenst ead, ready fo
On Wednesday 2™ June, we are going Quad Biking followed by shopping/ lunch in
Barnstaple. Even the ad ult helpers are going to have a go at the Quad Biking!

We will be having a games evening at the Petrockstowe Recreation Ground on Friday 18 ™ June

from 7 -9pm. We are still finalising the games we will play.

Advance Notice: There will not be a meeting o n Friday 17" September as all leaders have other
commitments. Any queries contact Fiona on tfgyouth@gmail.com or 01837 811749

Strictly Ballroom ...

Anyone who would like to join our ballroom dancing group at the Merton hall at 6.45 pm on Wednesdays is
welcome to come along. This is not a dance class as we're not teachers, more a dancing club where we can help
people who can't do as much as us. Also there are probably people out there who know a lot more than we do and
can help us. There will be no charge but naturally donations to help towards the hire of the hall will be welcome
and any surplus will go in a pot to be used to finance an occasional ball if there are enough people interested. For
more info ring Bob Harrod on 01805 623485.
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Merton Vintage Rally & Summer Fayre 2010 :
Saturday 17™ July 2010 :

Come along to the Merton Vintage Rally & Summer Fayre .

for a good f amily day out. .

There are |l oads of attractions é cone

take the kids on the bouncy castle & fairground rides, visit the stalls
offering a wealth of goods plus a range of entertainment throughout the
day. Barbeque and bar also available all day!

There's so much going on
donét f or ge 17™tJoly as adate in koer diary.

11lamd5pm  Admission Only £1 Under 5s FREE

You will find us on the A386 between Torrington and Hatherleigh

Merton Parish Council

The Annual General Meeting of Merton Parish Council was held in the Clinton Hall on Tuesday 11" May 2010 at 7.30pm
Apologies: Apologies were received from Councillor Jan Sharpe.

Present: Councillors Tim Horner (chair), Chris Laughton (vice chair), Ron Down, Mark Phillips, Brian Nancekivell, Philip
Collins, Paul Scantlebury, two members of the public and Mrs Wendy Askew (clerk).

After welcoming everyone to the meeting the chairman asked for a moment’s silence in remembrance of Mr Brian Bunn, a
former councillor who had died suddenly the previous day.

Minutes: The minutes of the last AGM were read and signed as a true record, proposed by Councillor Laughton, seconded
by Councillor Down and agreed by all.

Matters Arising: There were no matters arising from the minutes.

Chairman’s Report: Councillor Horner reported that the square had started to improve; the village entrances were in the
process of being improved, the Merton website was up and running and is now being managed by Councillor Collins. The
footpath link from the village to the Tarka trail was under discussion. Councillor Horner thanked the Councillors for their
work and support during the year and he also thanked John Luxton, Wendy and Cedric Askew for their voluntary work
keeping the flower beds tidy.

Presentation and Adoption Accounts for year ending 31* March 2010. The clerk presented the accounts and explained
the payments made. There was a transfer of £1500 to the deposit account from the current account during the year which is
a fund accruing for the repairs to the square. This year a total of £600 was awarded to local organisations including
Churchyard Fund, Merton Football Club, Friends of the Clinton School, Rainbow Pre-school, Friendship Club and the
Clinton Hall. The balance in the current account is £522.88 and in the deposit account is £4342.68. It was agreed to put the
General Monck monument onto the insurance policy with a nominal value of £1500. Councillor Nancekivell proposed
adopting the accounts, Councillor Scantlebury seconded and all agreed. The clerk was commended on the presentation of
the accounts. Mrs Jill Letheren will be asked to do the internal audit and then the accounts will be sent to the Audit
Commission for final auditing. The accounts can be viewed by prior appointment with the clerk.

Clinton Hall Report: Councillor Horner gave a report on the Clinton Hall in the absence of Councillor Sharpe, the Clinton
Hall representative. He reported that the hall is still looking fantastic and very busy this year with 9 or 10 weddings already
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booked and many parties and functions. It is booked most weekends throughout the year. A vote of thanks to the Clinton
Hall Committee, staff and helpers was proposed by Councillor Nancekivell, seconded by Councillor Scantlebury and agreed
by all.

Church Yard Fund Report. Councillor Collins reported that the Churchyard Committee fund had a respectable balance up
to last year. The committee had met and agreed to cut the church yard more often. It was suggested the Probation Service
might be able to help with this. He reported that the balance at year end rolls over for the next year. There was a lump sum
which had been invested in the deposit account and legacies had also been invested by the Diocese and interest was given to
the churchyard fund. Councillor Collins will bring the accounts to the next meeting.

Election of Officers: Chairman: Councillor Tim Horner proposed by Councillor Nancekivell and seconded by Councillor
Phillips all agreed.

Vice Chair: Councillor Laughton, proposed by Councillor Horner and seconded by Councillor Scantlebury all agreed.

Hall Committee Rep: Councillor Jan Sharpe proposed Councillor Horner and seconded Councillor Scantlebury all agreed.
Churchyard Committee: Proposed by Councillor Horner seconded by Councillor Scantlebury all agreed to committee
Councillors Nancekivell, Collins and Down being re-elected.

Advisory Group Rep; It was decided not to elect a representative this time but any councillor interested in attending would
contact the clerk for the agenda of the next meeting.

Vote of Thanks: A vote of thanks was given to the clerk and Councillor Horner commented on her 40 years of service as
clerk to Merton Parish Council.

AOB: There was no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 8.00pm.

An ordinary meeting followed. Minutes of the last meeting were signed and approved. Full minutes of that meeting are
available at the Merton website or on the local notice boards.
Then next Parish Council meeting will be Tuesday 6" July at 8pm in the Clinton Hall. Wendy Askew

Friends of All Saints Church and the Bell Fund AGM’s will be held in the Clinton Hall on Tuesday 1* June at 7pm.
One to follow on from the other. Anyone interested in the Church Bells or raising funds for the church restoration projects
please come along. Everyone is very welcome. Your support over the last year has been greatly appreciated.

Wendy Askew

Summer Partyo6é in Memory of L/ Cpl Dan
21 August 2010
7.30pm - The Clinton Hall, Merton

e o e

Further to my post in the last issue, more details are below.

I have decided to organise a 06Sumnkeip foDlemneseod
Saturday 21°%' August 2010 at the Clinton Hall Merton. ALL proceeds from this party will be
donated to the O6Help for Heroes Fundd6é which
Forces who have been wounded in the service of their country.

There wil!/l be | ive music f r o@ill WickditeSilegt Alictoh ancha
Raffle.

Tickets are £15.00 for adults and £7.50 for Children (under 14) to include buffet, with ALL
proceeds going to 6Help for Heroesbd.

If you would like to purchase tickets, | can be contacted on 01837 811218 or email:
katie2elston@yaho0.co.uk

If anyone knows of any businesses that would like to support this charity by donating
Raffle or Acution prizes, | would be really grateful and would love to hear from them.

| hope you will support this event! Kate Elston, Springfields, Petrockstowe
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Lost is Found

Our bells were known nationally as being lost and were found. In 1875 the Church was given a make over — well
a considerable modernisation in fact; many of the old parts of the church and the oak pews were removed and it
was finished pretty well as you see it today. Have you ever noticed that there are no ‘old’ monuments in the
church? If you look at nearly any other nearby church there are slate and marble monuments to past residents etc,
often the wealthy, as they could afford such lasting records of their lives. | believe the monuments that were at the
church were removed and never replaced — perhaps they were thought of as old fashioned in 1875, who knows?

Recently | re-discovered the whereabouts of two important ones — perhaps there were more once. One is the
monument of William Yeo, once Rector of Merton, who died 1687 — an oval wall tablet with Latin verse (still to
be translated). The second confused me for a little while but it was recorded as being in the church and that it
went missing; it is of the Rector of Iddesleigh, Rev’d James Bannister, who died in 1822. This monument is
especially memorable in that it has a verse on i, probably written by his widow. It reads:

Stranger whose steps to the lone church are led,
To trace the records of the silent dead;

Oh pause where Bannister’s cold ashes sleep,
Where genius mourns, and where the virtues weep.
With ardent love of ancient learning fir’d,

By mild religion’s chastene’d zeal inspired;
Upright in word and deed, and pure in thought,
His life exemplified the truths he taught.

And tho’ Euripides and Pinder claim,

For him the poet’s need of lasting fame;

See our rude tongue their polished strains diffuse,
And bid the Grecian crown the British muse:

A brighter hope his pious bosom warm’d —

A higher trust his dying suff’rings charm’d,

The hope by God to faith and virtue given,

That death but calls th’ immortal soul to heaven.

Whilst it has survived it is sadly not intact and will need some pieces fixing together. The PCC are looking into
the possibility of re-instating them both where they belong for future generations to see — part of our heritage lost
for 135 years. Philip Collins 01805 603656

For Sale

Hover Mower for sale with extra blades. Little used. £30 ono. Tel. 01805 603612.

Torrington Rotary Club Next Business and Networking Breakfast on Saturday, July 10th,
2010 at 8.00 a.m. at The Black Horse, The Square, Torrington Cost: £5

If you run your own business, work from home or are simply interested in expanding your business and
professional contacts, do come along to our next Business and Networking Breakfast

on Saturday, July 10th at 8.00 am at The Black Horse, Torrington. Our recent Breakfasts have
been highly successful and appreciated by local businesses. In April our Breakfast attracted over twenty
breakfasters. We run the Breakfasts as a local community service and there are no charges or commitments
other than paying for breakfast. If this interests you, please register or ask for further information by e-mail on
torringtonrotaryl.btinternet.com or from David Nainby 01271 379016 or 07817 000586) or
Charles Moore (01805 601319 or 07796 306879).

Just a reminder, especially to those with young children, pets, horses, that there will be a short fireworks display
on the Clinton Hall field of about 5 minutes duration at approximately 10.45pm on Saturday 12 June, following a
wedding reception.



MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY CHALLENGE THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM AND SEE RESULTS

Aldependent Custody Visitingo is
volunteers attend police stations to check on the treatment of
detainees and to ensure rights are being observed.

Devon and Cornwall Police Authority manage 58 Independent
Custody Visitors (ICVs) and they visit the seven main custody units
up to four times a month 7 at any time of the day or night. Visits are unannounced and the report of the

visit goes directly to the Police Authority offices in order that action can be taken.

The importance of the Independent Custody Visitors cannot be understated as Mike Bull, Chair of

Devon and Cornwall Police Authority remarks.

Alt 1 s Iimportant peopl ei aganstthgrwh e mahy dade®iraee trgatech ¢ u ¢
properly and withrespect and as any of us others would expe
In 2009 ICVs across Devon and Cornwall completed 317 visits which saw 763 detainees checked

upon. Largely there were no complaints. Some concerns included: long waiting times for external

support (such as medical staff, interpreters) to arrive; and, cells that were out of service due to building
works. Often detainees compliment the standards and service of the custody staff.

Where similar concerns are raised across the custody units the ICVs can push for change. In April

2009 five Alternative Places of Safety were opened. Prior to this ICVs had often commented on welfare
issues of holding someone awaiting a Mental Health Act assessment in a police cell. Since the opening
there have been minimal reports of concern in relation to this matter.

The Chief Executive of Devon and Cornwall Police Authority, Sue Howl, commends the commitment

and value of volunteers working with the criminal justice system.

AVol unteers are 1 nstr uneaordsadrangerof astivitiep and therebygy t he ¢
contribute to the shaping of policy and practi ce
For more information visit the Police Authority website (www.dpca.police.uk) or become a Facebook

Fan of DCPA ICV. The ICV Annual Reportof 2009 i s now available on t

1’ *; Devon & Cornwall
A Police Authority

MERTON SHORT MAT BOWLING CLUEB Sport at the Ha”

IS HELD AT THE CLINTON HALL. : . %
l .

Snooker Table Tennis, Badminton, Skittles,
Ao S o G 1, Outdoor Tennis and Aerobics
& IF THE CAMS IS FOR YO i are all available at the hall.
For more information please ring 01805 603300

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE RING

i JEANIE ON 01805 601125 OR. Ead on a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday night
4 e atitn e o between 6.30 and 8 pm.
s ,,:" “HOPE TO SEE You THERE" @ iy

A . Hogwn®

If you would like to include anything in the Merton Monthly, please let Tracey Laughton have copy by the 20" of the month
or send direct to the editor, Trevor Higton at The Old Vineyard, Merton or by email — jtt@downeshouse.freeserve.co.uk
Entries received after the 20™ of the month may be refused. All articles or advertisements submitted for publication should be
supplied with a name and contact number.

We would love to have contributions from the village — recipes, holiday stories,
gardening tips, birthday/anniversary greetings, congratulations, etc.




