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MERTON MONTHLY 
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You can also view the Merton Monthly at www.mertondevon.com 

 

The Clinton Hall 
 

Bill Brown – Chair      Dennis Twomey – Vice Chair     Jan Sharpe - Secretary        
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Merton Vintage Rally & Summer Fayre 2010 

11am – 5.00pm 
  

A Really Good Family Day Out 
 

90 exhibits to include vintage and classic cars, motorcycles, tractors, 

stationary engines and commercials.  We are so popular people come from all 

over Devon to enter our event. 
 

On the day you can ride in the old school bus from Merton and new for this 

year a chance to ride in a 'very rare' 1927 Phantom 1 Rolls Royce, the very 

same one that Winston Churchill has ridden in! 
 

There will be loads of stalls and attractions, bouncy castle, fairground rides, 

car boot sale, bbq, bar, refreshments, afternoon tea and cake marquee. 
 

The Police and Fire Service will once again be holding displays. 
 

Entertainment will include two Punch and Judy Shows, Streetz Dance Crew, 

Majorettes ... and much more besides. 
 

We are also holding a draw.  £1 per ticket.  First prize is 2 nights dinner, bed 

and breakfast for 2 people staying at one of the 11 Brend Hotels in Devon and 

Cornwall.  There are loads of other prizes, to include local attractions, theme 

parks and more ..... 
 

A fabulous day out for everyone whatever your age, and a real 'Village Event'.  

Admission is £1 per person, under 5's free. 

mailto:clintonhall2004@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.clintonhallmerton.co.uk/
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All Saints Church 
Services for July 

 4 July  -   11am Morning Prayer 

11 July  -   11am Own Service 

18 July  -   9.30am Holy Communion 

25 July  -   11am Family Service with Holy Communion 

 

Merton Bell Fund Committee 
The AGM of the Bell Fund Committee was held in the Clinton Hall on Tuesday 1

st
 June 2010 at 7pm. 

Apologies were received from Doreen Tolley, Ann Papworth and Mike Ford. 

Present; Brian Nancekivell (Chair), Janet Nancekivell, Steve Papworth, Chris Laughton, Mary Ford, Eileen 

McLafferty, Christine Wickett, Pat Watts, Roy Watts, Janet Dawson, Brian Stacey, Philip Collins, Rev Martin 

Warren, Tim Horner and Wendy Askew.  

Brian Nancekivell welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Minutes: the minutes of the last AGM were read and signed as a true record.  

Matters Arising: There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

The accounts were circulated and presented by Wendy Askew. Brian Stacey proposed, Martin Warren seconded 

and all agreed they should be adopted. It was reported that there is £18.56 left in the account.  
 

Rev Martin Warren thanked everyone for their help and support over the years.  

Martin gave an update of the bells. James Clark had made an interim inspection and he was quite happy with the 

work so far.  The work was progressing; the floor above the ringing tower is being replaced. Although there had 

been an estimate from a local tradesman, he was unable to do the work at this time and Peter Bazeley has taken on 

the job.  Martin expressed his thanks, especially to those who helped clear and clean the church before the funeral 

of Brian Bunn. He was also pleased at the encouragement given to Peter Bazeley and the help he has received to 

move this project on more quickly.  Chris has arranged a working party for Wednesday to get the main beams up. 

Chris has got a quote for the bearings of approximately £600.   
 

Brian Nancekivell suggested the Bell Fund Committee should be dissolved. Wendy Askew asked that a separate 

Bell Fund Account could be kept for those who wanted to give just for the bells and tower.  Philip Collins 

proposed that the Bell Fund committee should be wound up and the funds be handed over to the Friends of all 

Saints Church Committee in the hope they continue to run the finance as two separate accounts. Tim Horner 

seconded this and all agreed. Brian Nancekivell thanked everyone for their help and support over the years. 

Thanks were given by Rev Warren to the Bell Fund and Parish Council for all the support. Brian Nancekivell then 

left the meeting. The meeting closed at 7.40pm. 

 

WHAT‟S ON DIARY – further info in newsletter 

Tuesday 6 July -  Parish Council Meeting, Clinton Hall, 8pm 

Wednesday 7 July -  Friendship Club, Clinton Hall, 2pm 

Wednesday 7 July -  AGM Rainbow Preschool, Clinton Hall, 7.30pm 

Saturday 17 July -  Vintage Rally and Summer Fair, Clinton Hall 

Tuesday 20 July -  Parish Council Meeting, 8pm 

Saturday 21 August -  Summer Party, Clinton Hall, 7.30pm 

Monday 30 August -  Dartmoor Dog Agility Show (returning for second year) 

Friday 8 October -  Harvest Supper, Clinton Hall 

 

Best Wishes to Merton Vintage Rally and Summer Fair 

From  the Malt Scoop 
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Friends of All Saints Church 
The AGM was held in the Clinton Hall on Tuesday 1

st
 June 2010 at 7.40pm following the Bell Fund AGM. 

Apologies were received from Doreen Tolley, Ann Papworth and Mike Ford. 

 

Present; Rev Martin Warren(Chair)  Janet Nancekivell(treasurer), Steve Papworth, Chris Laughton, Mary Ford, 

Eileen McLafferty, Christine Wickett, Pat Watts, Roy Watts, Janet Dawson, Brian Stacey (vice chair) , Philip 

Collins, Tim Horner and Wendy Askew(secretary).  

 

Minutes: The minutes of the last AGM were read and signed as a true record.  

Matters Arising: There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

The accounts were presented by Janet Nancekivell.  There was £1259.84 in the deposit account until a cheque 

was raised towards the timber for the tower floor. This left £59.84 and £66.00 in the current account totalling 

£125.84. It was decided to close one of the accounts in Lloyds TSB. Christine Wickett proposed that the account 

be adopted, this was seconded by Mary Ford and all agreed.  
 

Steve Papworth proposed that the Friends accept the sum of £18.56 from the dissolved Bell Fund, which will be 

kept in the account at Nationwide. This was seconded by Philip Collins and all agreed.  
 

Wendy Askew proposed the name of the Committee will be Friends of All Saints Church and Bells. Steve 

Papworth seconded this and all agreed.  
 

Election of Officers: Martin Warren was proposed as chair by Wendy Askew, seconded by Janet Nancekivell and 

all agreed. Brian Stacey was proposed as vice chair by Martin Warren, seconded by Mary Ford and all agreed. 

Wendy Askew was proposed as Secretary by Steve Papworth seconded by Brian Stacey and all agreed.  

Janet Nancekivell was proposed as treasurer by Wendy Askew seconded by Roy Watts and all agreed. She will 

run both accounts. Thanks were given to all the officers for their continued support. It was stated that all those 

present would be members of the committee.  
 

Fundraising;  Pat and Roy Watts have organised a Coffee morning at their home Ashgrove House for Saturday 

19
th

 June 10.30 – 12 noon for the Friends of All Saints Church and Bells.   
 

Janet Dawson suggested having a table at the Vintage Rally on 17
th

 July. Wendy would book the table and Janet 

with some helpers would run it. 
 

Flower Festival will be held in the Church on August Bank Holiday weekend 28/29/30 August.  The theme for 

the floral arrangements will be Celebrations suggested by Eileen Mc Lafferty and unanimously agreed by 

everyone. This will give a wide range of ideas including wedding anniversaries, christening, birthdays etc.  It was 

agreed to have a Songs of Praise on the Sunday afternoon at 3pm. Suggestions for singers to be invited included 

the Stowford Singers. Janet Nancekivell would contact them to see if they were available. The Petrockstowe 

Choir was also suggested.  
 

The Harvest Supper will be held on Friday 8
th

 October in the Clinton Hall. The Harvest Service will be in 

the Church on Sunday 10
th

 October.  
 

The Christmas Tree Festival will take place again this year on the weekend before the Carol Service, which 

will be held on Monday 20
th

 December at 7pm. 
 

Rev Martin Warren thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 8.05pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat and Roy Watts would like to thank all those who attended the coffee 

morning at Ashgrove House and for those who donated raffle prizes - a total of 
£117.30 was raised for church funds. 
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Merton Short Mat Charity League holds finals night at 

Clinton Hall, Merton on 22
nd

 April 2010 

At the conclusion of the 2009/10 short-mat playing season, the league knockout cup final was played between 

Langtree and Yarnscombe Kestrels, Kestrels winning 24-12. 

The President’s Cup, played on a home and away basis, had also been won by Yarnscombe Kestrels, with 

Winkleigh ‘C’ as runners-up. 
 

Other League results were: 

 

 AFTERNOON TRIPLES Division 1 – Winners – Langtree, Runners-up – Winkleigh ‘B’ 

 AFTERNOON TRIPLES Division 2 – Winners – Wick Wrens, Runners-Up – Sutcombe 

 EVENING Division 1 – Winners – Four Seasons, Runners-up – Yarnscombe Kestrels 

 EVENING Division 2 – Winners – Hatherleigh ‘A’, Runners-up – Winkleigh ‘B’ 

 EVENING Division 3 – Winners – Wick Wrens, Runners-up – Sutcombe 

 

Lord Clinton, President of Merton Short-Mat Bowling Club, presented the trophies. 
 

The Charity League has so far raised in excess of £1000 for the Devon Air Ambulance Fund and welcomes 

entries from Clubs within a 15-mile radius of Merton. 

 

DOG FOULING 

Would the early morning dog walkers, up through the Clinton Gardens footpath, be so kind 

as to pick up their “calling card” !!! 
 

Children are using this path on their way to school, along with many others. 
 

Merton Friendship Club 
Sixteen members attended the talk given by Mr John Halls from D.J. Miles and Co. the West Country Tea 

merchants. The early origins of Miles Tea are in Birmingham in the late 1800s but the company as we know it 

today began in 1961 when Derek Miles decided to leave his job as a tea taster in London to buy a small shop in 

Minehead whilst working as a tea inspector for one or two days a week in Avonmouth, where a large amount of 

tea was landed at this time.  At its height there were ten warehouses in the docks but sadly it’s all based at 

Felixstowe now. There were always a few odd chests of tea left unsold and Derek Miles bought what he could 

and made up a blend, which he mixed and packed in the front room of his house in Porlock. This was sold to 

independent shops and factories and, as demand increased, a network of agents was set up to sell Miles tea further 

afield. The business continued to grow until a factory was opened in Chepstow. Eventually the factory in 

Chepstow was closed and the company moved to its present purpose built premises in Minehead.  

D.J. Miles & Co is a member of the Ethical Tea Partnership that works to improve the lives of tea workers and 

ensure that tea is produced in an environmentally sustainable way. 

Mr Halls also explained how the tea industry has changed over the years. Tea ceased to be inspected in 1968 but 

it is still tasted in the traditional way demonstrated to us by Mr Halls and samples from different tea estates arrive 

in the office every day. Tea no longer comes in wooden tea chests but in paper sacks and, although loose tea is 

still sold, we now have tea bags, which are packed at a rate of 800 bags per minute – that’s faster than even I can 

drink it! The company’s latest venture is the traditional Tearoom in Taunton where you can sample all the blends 

of Miles tea and coffee and indulge in some homemade cakes – I can feel another outing coming on. 

The meeting finished with our usual homemade refreshments. 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 7th July at 2pm in the Clinton Hall when Mr Philip Jenkinson from 

Shebbear will share with us his recollections of the war years. 

If you would like to join us please contact Mrs Christine Wickett  01805 603258.  New members always 

welcome. 

 

Merton Friendship Club will have a White Elephant Stall at the Vintage Rally on the 17
th

 July - come and 

see us there. 
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Strictly Ballroom … 

Anyone who would like to join our ballroom dancing group at the Merton hall at 6.45 pm on Wednesdays is 

welcome to come along. This is not a dance class as we're not teachers, more a dancing club where we can help 

people who can't do as much as us. Also there are probably people out there who know a lot more than we do and 

can help us.  There will be no charge but naturally donations to help towards the hire of the hall will be welcome 

and any surplus will go in a pot to be used to finance an occasional ball if there are enough people interested.  For 

more info ring Bob Harrod on 01805 623485. 

 

 

 

 

Local Dorset Breed Lamb Available. 
 

Slow grown and Naturally fed, Succulent and Tasty. 

Half and Whole lambs available, cut and packed ready for the freezer. 

Half lamb - £65 

Whole lamb - £120 

(Average carcass weighs 21kg.) 

Free delivery locally. 
 

Tel: 01805 603176. 
 

Winners for May 150 Club 

£40 - M. Ford; £10 – D Murch;  £10 – J Lake;  £5 – M Cottle;  £5 – J Hudson 

 

 

Roller Disco 

Clinton Hall, Merton 

Friday 23rd July  7-9pm 

For ages 10 – 19 years 

£4 to include skate hire 

        Tuck shop  (see TFG article) 

 

 

TORRINGTON RFC FUN DAY 12.30 SAT 3RD JULY 
DONNACROFT, Gt TORRINGTON 

 

IT’S A KNOCKOUT COMPETITION. 

CROSS BAR CHALLENGE,  

(JNR & SNR TROPHIES TO BE WON) 

CAR WASH, STALLS, BBQ. 
 

LOADS OF FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY. 

REGISTRATION FOR ‘IT’S A KNOCKOUT’ TEAMS OF 6 FROM 11.30. 

ALL PROCEEDS TO YOUTH SECTION 
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Rainbow Pre-school 

Firstly, I must thank everyone who came to our Wine and Wisdom evening on 4th June. We had over 11 teams 

and have managed to raise a massive £400 for the Pre-school. Thank You!!!   
 

At this event we also had a collection for the Devon Air Ambulance, in memory of our quizmaster  

Brian Bunn. We are not sure of the amount collected on the night , but hopefully I will have that information next 

month. We will make sure this money is passed on to the Charity. 
 

As you may have seen in last month‟s Merton Monthly, we are desperate for Committee members. We had 

a meeting last month and have managed to encourage a few mums to join, but we still need a Treasurer. 

We have meetings once every half term on average, and if you are good with figures would only have to do 

an hour or two a week to keep on top of things. If you can help please contact the Pre-school on 01805 

603119 or Julie on 01805 603620.  
 

Our AGM is on Wed 7th July at 7.30pm in the Meeting Room at the Clinton Hall. Anyone interested in the 

Pre-school is welcome to attend. 
 

Our last day is the 20th July and sadly we have to say some Goodbyes. Grace is now ready for the big world of 

school and starts full time in September. We also say goodbye to our Play leader Debbie who has been a real asset 

to Rainbow and has worked so hard to nurture our children. We will really miss you and hope that you will visit 

us soon!! 

We currently run sessions every week day morning, at the Clinton Hall. For more information ring 01805 603119.                 

                                                                                                                                                     Julie Bromhead 

 

The Friends of The Clinton School 

Thank you for the offers of help we have received so far for our Vintage Rally & Summer Fair.  If you feel you 
could help in any way, or would like a stall or car boot, please complete the reply slip at the bottom of the letter 
sent out last month or call Janette on 01805 603604.    
We are busy promoting the event outside the area so please help us by inviting your family and friends to come 
along.   
 The committee are having a table at Torrington Commons Car Boot Sale and a stall at Hatherleigh Market to 
promote the event and to sell Draw tickets.                                                                                   Jo Craker 

 

 

Air Conditioning and Automotive Diagnostic Service  
now available at Agrimotors 

 

Agrimotors Merton Garage can now offer Air Conditioning Services on all makes and models of vehicles.  Air 
conditioning units require regular servicing to keep them in good condition.   

To launch this new service we are offering a óSpecial Summer Priceô. 
We will carry out a system check, which includes: 

 a recovery of the refrigerant,  

 a pressure and vacuum leak test  

 a recharge with the correct amount of oil  

 UV tracer to be able to find leaks in the system in the future  

 a recharge with the correct amount of refrigerant * 
 

For the months of July and August we are offering this service for £45** (normal price £65). 
 

* up to 1kg refrigerant 
** any extras will be charged at rrp. 

For an extra charge we can also carry out an odour elimination service. 
As well as the usual servicing, MOTôs and MOT preparation we now have the facility of an 

Automotive Diagnostic Service to most makes and models of vehicles. 

                         To take advantage of these services please phone 01805 603324 
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15 of us had a brilliant time when we went Quad Biking in early June, which we 

followed up with lunch in Barnstaple.   

At the end of June we had a games evening on the Rec, with rounders, tug-of 

war and assult course.  The two teams won an equal number of games each! 
 

On Friday 2nd July we are meeting at Baxter Hall from 7-9pm.  Anyone who is able to help with 

the face painting at Merton Rally on 17th July and/or Petrockstowe Village Fete on 21st August will 

have the opportunity to practise their skills.  Remember to bring back your consent forms if you 

can help with either the face painting or sweet tombola at either event! 
 

There will not be a meeting on Friday 16th July. 
 

On Friday 23rd July we are holding a Roller Disco at Clinton Hall, Merton from 7-9pm.  It was 

decided to hold this disco for the ages of 10 to 19 years only.  Entrance is £4 per person to 

include skate hire.  You should all have received your tickets to sell.  If you need any more, tell 

Emma or contact Fiona on tfgyouth@gmail.com or 01837 811749.  Please return your money and 

slips asap so that we know how many are coming.   
 

In August, we will be going Lazer shooting, probably on Friday 13th August at The Big Sheep.  It is 

anticipated that the cost will be £10 per member.  Details will be sent out soon.  We will have 

another outing on Friday 27th August but this is still to be finalised. 
 

We will then meet on Friday 3rd September.  If the weather is good we will meet at the Rec 

Ground.  Details will be confirmed in the next newsletter and directly by e-mail. 
 

There will not be a meeting on Friday 17th September as all leaders have other commitments. 

Any queries contact Fiona on tfgyouth@gmail.com or 01837 811749 
 

************************************* 

 

Plymouth born Debra Veal (now Searle) made headlines around the world in 2002 as the 5'5" young 

lady who carried on rowing alone across the Atlantic Ocean when her husband, a 6'5" international oarsman, left 

their 23-foot plywood boat after developing an uncontrollable fear of the ocean. The 3000 mile journey that was 

supposed to take 6 weeks took Debra a staggering 3 1/2 months and saw her battling with 30 foot waves, force 8 

squalls and sharks, while having to dodge tankers that came too close for comfort on more than a few occasions. 
 

Debra has since been awarded the MBE, become a professional adventurer, published author, TV presenter and 

has joined the board of trustees of the Duke of Edinburgh Award. She is also one of the most sought after 

corporate and motivational speakers in Europe. Oh, and she has managed to squeeze in motherhood somewhere 

along the line too! 
 

More used to speaking at large venues such as the NEC, Debra has very kindly agreed to give an evening talk at 

Hatherleigh Community Centre on Weds 28th July at 7.30pm in support of Help for Heroes. This is a very 

rare opportunity to listen to Debra speak outside a corporate setting. Debra recounts the beauty and mystery, 

dangers and trials that the Atlantic held during her solitary days at sea. She speaks passionately and from the heart 

about her personal journey of discovery. If you had a dream that life seems to have got in the way of, be ready to 

be inspired into action! (www.debrasearle.com) 
 

Tickets are priced at £5 each or £3 for students and are available in advance from: 

Kate Burgess on 01837 811133 or kateburgess99@btinternet.com 
 

mailto:tfgyouth@gmail.com
mailto:tfgyouth@gmail.com
http://www.debrasearle.com/
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RNID, the Royal National Institute for deaf and hard of hearing people, will have an information stand at Hatherleigh 

Market on Tuesday 3
rd

 August and Tuesday 17th August, 9.30am to 12noon.  
 

RNID is working to change the lives of the nine million people who are deaf or hard of hearing in the UK.  Being 

deaf can be very isolating, cutting people off from vital information, without which it can be difficult to make 

important choices and decisions. 
 

Throughout the year RNID staff and volunteers take information about deafness and hearing loss to people living in rural 

areas in the form of free information events, as a part of the West Devon Connect project. 
 

Please come along to find out about the latest innovations, products and handy tips for people who are deaf or hard of 

hearing. There will also be information available about equipment to use at home tinnitus, lip-reading classes and other 

issues for those who may be losing their hearing. 
 

It is a sad fact that it can take up to 15 years for people to acknowledge their hearing loss. RNID’s message is simple – if 

you have hearing difficulties, dial 0844 800 3838 or visit www.rnid.org.uk/hearingmatters to take the RNID hearing check 

today.  For more information about RNID services in Devon please contact  01752 228657 or  karen.squire@rnid.org.uk 
 

 

‘Summer Party’  
In Memory of L/Cpl Dane Elson  

In aid of óHelp for Heroesô 

21 August 2010 
7.30pm - The Clinton Hall, Merton 

In memory of my cousin L/Cpl Dane Elson who was serving with 1
st
 Battalion Welsh Guards.  He was killed in 

action on 5
th

 July 2009, whilst out in Afghanistan. ALL proceeds from this party will be donated to the „Help for 

Heroes Fund‟, which provides vital support to members of the Armed Forces who have been wounded in the 

service of their country. 

Live music from „The „Alchemists‟, Bar, Buffet by Gill Wickett, Silent Auction and a Raffle.  

Tickets are £15.00 for adults and £7.50 for Children (under 14) to include buffet, with ALL proceeds going to 

„Help for Heroes‟. 

 If you would like to purchase tickets, I can be contacted on 01837 811218 or email: 

katie2elston@yahoo.co.uk  I hope you will support this event!      Kate Elston    Springfields, Petrockstowe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If you would like to include anything in the Merton Monthly, please let Tracey Laughton have copy by the 20
th

 of the month 

or send direct to the editor, Trevor Higton at The Old Vineyard, Merton or by email – jtt@downeshouse.freeserve.co.uk 

Entries received after the 20
th

 of the month may be refused. All articles or advertisements submitted for publication should be 

supplied with a name and contact number. 

We would love to have contributions from the village – recipes, holiday stories, 

gardening tips, birthday/anniversary greetings, congratulations, etc. 

Sport at the Hall  

       
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

 
 

  
  

  
Snooker, Table Tennis, Badminton, Skittles,  

Outdoor Tennis and Aerobics 

are all available at the hall. 

For more information please ring 01805 603300  

on a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday night  

between 6.30 and 8 pm. 

 

outbind://58/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Documents%20and%20Settings/cwager/Documents%20and%20Settings/Ann/Local%20Settings/Temp/www.rnid.org.uk/hearingmatters
mailto:karen.squire@rnid.org.uk
mailto:katie2elston@yahoo.co.uk

