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MERTON MONTHLY 
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You can also view the Merton Monthly at 

www.mertondevon.com 
 

                                 The Clinton Hall 
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COFFEE MORNING AT THE CLINTON HALL 

                                        Tuesday 3 August, 9.00am to 11.30am 

                                                 Come and catch up with friends! 
 

All Saints Church  -  Clergy: Rev. Martin Warren, Tel.: 01409 281424 
Services for August 

  1st Aug   9.30am Morning Worship 

  8th Aug   no service 

    9.00am Holy Communion at Huish 

15th Aug   9.30am Holy Communion 

22nd Aug 11.00am Holy Communion 

29th Aug   3.00pm Songs of Praise 
 

From the Registers 
Wedding:  Congratulations 

12th Jun Abi Horner and John Corboy 

 

The Harvest Supper will be held on Friday 8
th

 October in the Clinton Hall.  

Our Harvest Service will also include a re-dedication of the bells and we are delighted to announce that 

Bishop Bob will be with us.  This service will take place on Sunday 10
th

 October, at the earlier time of 

10.30am.  
The Christmas Tree Festival will take place again this year on the weekend before the Carol Service, which 

will be held on Monday 20
th

 December at 7pm. 

WHAT’S ON DIARY – further info in newsletter 

Tuesday 3 August -  Coffee Morning, Clinton Hall, 9am – 11.30am 

Saturday 14 August -  Malt Scoop Quiz, 8.15pm 

Saturday 21 August -  Summer Party, Clinton Hall, 7.30pm 

Monday 30 August -  Dartmoor Dog Agility Show (returning for second year) 

Tuesday 21 Sept -  Parish Council Meeting, Clinton Hall 8pm 

Friday 8 October -  Harvest Supper, Clinton Hall 

Thursday 18 Nov -  Return of JOHNNY COWLING 

Flower Festival 
Celebrations 

Sat 28
th

 – Mon 30
th

 August 

11am – 5pm 

All Saints‟ Church 

 

Sunday 29
th

 August, 3.00pm 

                       Songs of Praise 

mailto:clintonhall2004@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.clintonhallmerton.co.uk/
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From the Team Rector 

Martin Warren, tel: 01409-281424 

Many will have been aware of the debates in the Church of England as to whether women can be bishops or not. 

For a lot of people, they are completely baffled as to what all the fuss is about. Women have been in leadership in 

one way or another for quite awhile now. Ever since Angela Rippon, we seem to have got used to it. So what's 

this all about with bishops? 

Maybe as people of north Devon, we can appreciate it a bit more easily than others. After all - as we proved at the 

election - we do things directly. And as someone said, 'directly' is a bit slower than 'maňana'! We need time to 

mull things over; we are cautious creatures; we don't rush into things like a bull in a china shop.  

Of course, there are those who just want to get on with it. They can see all the arguments for change, so let's do it. 

And it is now almost 20 years since women were first admitted to leadership in the Church of England. But speed 

isn't always right. This is changing traditions that are centuries old. You have to be gentle with things that are that 

old. And we do have to remember that while it may 20 years since the good old C of E changed, that change has 

only happened around here in very recent times. 

So give the Church of England time. Maybe further change will come, maybe it won't. And along the way, let's 

seek to understand those with strong views on either side of the argument. 

Yours, Martin Warren. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merton Parish Council wishes to clarify the position regarding its 
ownership of and parking rules for the Square, as a reminder to, and 

as information for all Merton residents. 
 

Dear Resident, 

Merton Square. 
Merton Parish Council is writing to all residents abutting the Square in Merton to clarify their 

ownership and parking rules; as this information is relevant to all members of the parish we will 

also publish this letter in the Merton Monthly. 

 

The Square is surrounded by listed properties and is part of a conservation area, making a 

distinctive feature in the centre of the village.  

Since 1982, when Merton Parish Council purchased the Square from the Clinton Estate, the Parish 

Council has considered the control of parking to be a method of preserving the appearance of this 

area as an asset for the whole village. 

 

The Parish Council has maintained the Square with the funds available and is due to begin  planned 

repairs to the Square. 

  

On purchase of the Square the Parish Council decided to keep the policy of no overnight parking 

and no parking at all by commercial vehicles. 

 

It is only in very recent years that the council has decided to allow overnight car parking to any 

Merton resident on purchase of a permit.  

 

The Square is the property of the Parish Council and there are currently, without exception, no free 

rights of parking overnight. 

 

If you wish to leave a vehicle in the Square overnight, at any time, please purchase the annual 

permit, currently £50, in person or by post from Mrs W Askew, Clerk to Merton Parish Council etc. 
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Merton Short Mat Bowling Club 

 

The Merton Short Mat Bowling Club Summer Triples Tournament took place on Saturday 26
th

 June 2010. 

This year, we were sponsored by the following local businesses: 

The Bull & Dragon, Meeth;  Roy Watts & Sons Ltd, Merton;  K Sheppard Plastering, Merton;  DriveSkills, Peters 

Marland;  Pound-Wise Bookkeeping Service, Merton;  Barometer World, Merton;  Peter Bright Thatcher, 

Petrockstowe;  WCM Plant, Merton;  Richard‟s Time Machine, Petrockstowe;  Hancock‟s Garage, Hatherleigh 

and Tolley & Ward Builders, Northlew. 

 

Due to the outstanding generosity of the sponsors, we have been able to donate £50 to Cancer Research 

UK. 

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT, also, thanks to all those who donated raffle prizes. 
 

Results:   

1
st
 prize went to Winkleigh who won every game making them the clear winners, the 2

nd
 prize was taken by 

Beaford who won three games and lost one,  earning 15 shot points and the 3
rd

 prize went to Woolsery who won 

three games and lost one,  earning 11 shot points. 

All in all, a very successful day.   We look forward to seeing you all again soon. 

NOTES FOR YOUR DIARY:    

OUR NEXT “ROLL-UP” WILL BE ON 5
TH

 AUGUST 2010 AT THE CLINTON HALL.   EVERYONE 

WELCOME! 

OUR NEXT TOURNAMENT WILL BE HELD ON 4
TH

 DECEMBER  2010 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

 

 

 

Winners for June 150 Club 

 

£40 – Billy Spence; £10 – Mike Ford; £10 – L Harris; £5 – R Pyle; £5 – S Cottle 

 

 

 

           THANK YOU FROM THE HORNERS AND CORBOYS 
 

We would like to thank all of you who helped clean the church 
(seemingly endlessly!),  those who helped Debby with the 
Church flowers and those who worked so tirelessly to get the 
church bells ready to ring – and ring they did, for the first time 
in about 35 years! Also many thanks to the bell ringers.    Abi 
and John had a perfect Wedding Day, helped of course by the 
glorious weather, the finale of which was the fireworks.  We do 
hope they didn’t disturb too many of you – but weren’t they 
wonderful!! Thanks also to the hall caretaker for making the 
hanging baskets and tubs look so luscious. 
 

We have named no names, but you know who you are!!  
 
                                   THANK YOU. 
 

Next Quiz at The Malt Scoop, in aid of Air Ambulance, will be on  
Saturday 14 August starting at 8.15pm 

Draw prizes always welcome 
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Merton Parish Council held a meeting in the Clinton Hall on Tuesday 20 July 2010.  

The repairs to the square were discussed and work should begin soon on the cobble edge. A site meeting took place before 

the meeting to establish the project to be carried out. Initially the path from the road to the bus shelter will be re-laid. This 

will continue down to the church gate as time and funds allow. New signs will be erected in the square to replace the 

existing ones, wording to be agreed. Work has recently been carried out by the Community Service who did an excellent job 

clearing weeds, painting the bus shelters, painting the church railings and other tasks. This work was extremely well 

managed by staff of the Community Service. The Parish Councillors and Church are extremely grateful for this help. The 

proposed “Freedom of the Village” visit by the Corps of Drums from the Coldstream Guards has been confirmed as 

Tuesday 5 July 2011. A sub-committee of the Parish Council has been formed to make the arrangements.  It is hoped that 

approximately 200 personnel will attend and march through the village with refreshments at the Clinton Hall. Watch this 

space for more details as they become available. Councillor Tim Horner (chair of the council) attended an award ceremony 

(representing Merton Parish Council) at Budleigh Salterton when the Clinton Devon Estates were presented with the Queens 

Award for Sustainability. The Audit Commission have signed off the accounts for the Parish Council for 2009-2010 with no 

problems recorded. The next Parish Council meeting will be Tuesday 21 September at 8.00 p.m.  Wendy Askew 

 

Friends of All Saints Church and Bells are organising the Flower Festival. This will take place on the August Bank 

Holiday week-end 28/29/30 August. The church will be open from 11.00am to 5pm each day when tea/coffee will be 

available. The Theme for this years display will be “Celebrations”. There will be a children‟s table for flower arrangements 

or miniature gardens made by the children. Songs of Praise will be held on the Sunday afternoon at 3pm led by Rev Martin 

Warren with the Stowford Singers. It is hoped to ring the bells at this service so if you have taken an interest and supported 

us in our long project to refurbish the bells then this will be the time to hear the results. Would you like to do a display or 

help in any way, please contact Wendy on 01805 603425?  
 

A table organised by Janet Dawson at the Vintage Rally for the Friends of all Saints Church raised £91.50. Many thanks to 

Janet and everyone who supported the sale; we greatly appreciate all who have helped to raise the funds for the bells and 

other projects in the church. Unfortunately we still need more funds to complete the bells and for other projects in the 

church which are forthcoming, so your ongoing interest and support is invaluable.                                   Wendy Askew 

               

                                                                                                                                                           

A message from Jill Malcolm 
Many of you will remember  Rachel and Steve‟s wedding last year (it rained!) A lot has happened since then, but the best 

thing was Evan‟s birth at the beginning of April. We knew from the 20 week scan that not all was good, but kept our fingers 

crossed.  He was born on 9
th
 April and scans showed that the left side of his heart was underdeveloped.  He had his first 

operation at the Birmingham Childrens Hospital when only three days old. He was allowed home at four weeks old and has 

grown into  a very happy baby. His second operation is due at the end of July, and another will follow when he is about five. 

 

In October I am going on a trek in Jordan to raise money for the British Heart Foundation, without their research babies 

such as Evan would face a dismal future.  If anyone would like to sponsor me Debbie, Tim and Linda have sponsor forms or 

you can go to www.justgiving.com/bhf  and type Jill Malcolm in the search.  All money donated will go to the British Heart 

Foundation as I will be paying all expenses myself. 

 

All donations however small are welcome, or a few prayers for Evan would be great. 

(Photos of baby Evan can be seen on the Merton webpage – hopefully!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Merton History Group ? 
 
Well there isn't one yet, but are there any parishioners who might like to study the local history 
of Merton and Huish?  We are steeped in history and if there are a few people who would like 
to meet, chat, learn and discover about local history I am sure we can form a group, to meet in 
the village hall once a month, at least during the dark evenings ahead! Perhaps a few visits of 
local interest can be arranged.  Any volunteers - call me 01805 603656 evenings, weekends or 
e-mail me prc@barometerworld.co.uk.  Some of the research I have found is on the history 
section of www.mertondevon.com - there is a lot more to be discovered yet!                                                  

Philip Collins 

http://www.justgiving.com/bhf
mailto:prc@barometerworld.co.uk
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TICKETS SELLING FAST!!!!!!  

‘Summer Party’ in Memory of L/Cpl Dane Elson in aid of ‘Help for Heroes’ 

21 August 2010 

7.30pm - The Clinton Hall, Merton 
 I have decided to organise a „Summer Dance‟ in Memory of Dane in aid of Help for Heroes on Saturday 21

st
 

August 2010 at the Clinton Hall Merton.  ALL proceeds from this party will be donated to the „Help for Heroes 

Fund‟ which provides vital support to members of the Armed Forces who have been wounded in the service of 

their country. 

There will be live music from „The „Alchemists‟, Bar, Buffet by Gill Wickett, Silent Auction and a Raffle which 

some excellent prizes! 

Tickets are £15.00 for adults and £7.50 for Children (under 14) to include buffet, with ALL proceeds going to 

„Help for Heroes‟. 

 If you would like to purchase tickets, I can be contacted on 01837 811218 or email: 

katie2elston@yahoo.co.uk.  Tickets can also be purchased from Tony Elston at Agrimotors Garage, Merton.  

 I hope you will support this event!              Kate Elston            Springfields, Petrockstowe 

 

 

On Friday 13th August we are going to The Big Sheep and Battlefield Live!  We 

will be leaving at lunchtime and will have a couple of hours in the Big Sheep 

before going to Battlefield Live for outdoor laser adventure from 4pm.  We 

will be leaving by 7pm and will drop everyone off on the way home (details 

timings on the consent form).  The cost for this will be £10 for TFG members 

and £16 for non-members.   Consent forms have been sent out and need to be returned ASAP.   
 

Petrockstowe Village Fete is on Saturday 21st August on the Recreation Ground.  We will be 

fundraising with Face Painting and a sweet tombola.  The Fete starts at 2pm and finishes around 

4pm.   If you can come and help please let Fiona know.  No consent form required. 
 

On Friday 27th August we are going to Becky Falls near Newton Abbott.  You can go and look at 

the activities at http://www.beckyfalls.com/  The cost will be £5 per person.  We will leave at 

10am and return at approximately 5pm.  Full details are on the consent form which needs to be 

returned ASAP. You will need to bring a packed lunch.   
 

The next meeting will be Friday 3rd September.  If the weather is good we will meet at the Rec 

Ground between 7 and 9pm for a games evening.  If the weather is not good enough we will be at 

Baxter Hall.  

There will not be a meeting on Friday 17th September as all leaders have other commitments. 

We have not yet planned the October activities but will meet on 1st and 15th October and have an 

outing during half term.  Any queries contact Fiona on tfgyouth@gmail.com or 01837 811749 
 

Friendship Club 

At our July meeting Mr Jenkinson from Shebbear gave us a very interesting talk about his experiences as a gunner 

in the RAF in the Second World War. 

He took part in many raids over Germany but on one of these raids he was shot down; one of the crew was killed, 

the remaining crew walked for 9 days dodging Germans all the way, until they were near to the border with 

Switzerland, where they were captured and sent to a prisoner of war camp.  They were there until the 26
th

 April 

1946 when they were released. 

Mr Jenkinson brought many interesting relics, pure silk map, compass no bigger than a button etc.  He also 

brought parts of his own plane which he found many years later when he visited the farm in Germany where they 

crashed.  Over the last years the two families have become firm friends and visit each other regularly. 

Our next meeting is on September 1
st
, 2 pm in the Clinton Hall.                     Barbara Jones 

mailto:katie2elston@yahoo.co.uk.�
http://www.beckyfalls.com/
mailto:tfgyouth@gmail.com
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Rainbow Pre-school 

We have had an eventful and busy half term with the children learning about Summer. We had our Sports day and 

our Pre-school trip to Exmoor Zoo. This was great fun and some of the children had a close encounter with a 

Mere cat and fed some Wallabies. 
 

Some changes have taken place recently and we have a new committee and a new Chairperson, Mr Phillip 

Collins. From September we will be opening on a Monday, Tuesday and Friday mornings, in the Clinton Hall as 

before. Our  busy Toddler session will still continue on a Friday too. We return from our summer break on the 6th 

September. You can contact the Pre-school on 01805 603119 or call Julie on 01805 603620.                                                                                                                                                

 

The Friends of The Clinton School 

A Huge THANK YOU for all the help and support we received at our Vintage Rally & Summer Fayre this year.  

We had a very successful day with a large crowd attending and the sun shone!   

As a small committee of school mums we would not be able to pull off such a large event without all the offers of 

help we receive from members of the community.  We hope to see you all again next year!  We will let you know 

how much money we raised in next month‟s issue. 

Many thanks for the Tesco and Sainsbury's vouchers sent into school.  We received over 2000 Tesco vouchers 

with which we have ordered cookery equipment, playground chalk and a time activity mat. 

We have ordered a selection of playground equipment with the 5000+ Sainsbury's vouchers received.  We look 

forward to receiving our orders in the Autumn Term for our children to enjoy.           Jo Craker 

 

 
Air Conditioning and Automotive Diagnostic Service  

now available at Agrimotors 
 

Agrimotors Merton Garage can now offer Air Conditioning Services on all makes and models of vehicles.  Air 
conditioning units require regular servicing to keep them in good condition.   

To launch this new service we are offering a óSpecial Summer Priceô. 
We will carry out a system check, which includes: 

¶ a recovery of the refrigerant,  

¶ a pressure and vacuum leak test  

¶ a recharge with the correct amount of oil  

¶ UV tracer to be able to find leaks in the system in the future  

¶ a recharge with the correct amount of refrigerant * 
 

For the month of August we are offering this service for £45**  
(normal price £65). 

* up to 1kg refrigerant 
** any extras will be charged at rrp. 
For an extra charge we can also carry out an odour elimination service. 
As well as the usual servicing, MOT’s and MOT preparation we now have the facility of an 
Automotive Diagnostic Service to most makes and models of vehicles. 

To take advantage of these services please phone 01805 603324 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If you would like to include anything in the Merton Monthly, please let Tracey Laughton have copy by the 20
th

 of the month 

or send direct to the editor, Trevor Higton at The Old Vineyard, Merton or by email – jtt@downeshouse.freeserve.co.uk 

Entries received after the 20
th

 of the month may be refused. All articles or advertisements submitted for publication should be 

supplied with a name and contact number. 

We would love to have contributions from the village – recipes, holiday stories, 

gardening tips, birthday/anniversary greetings, congratulations, etc. 


